


CONTENTS

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

NEW & 
NOTEWORTHY

ELECTION
2012

HAPPENINGS
CHECK OUT OUR

HINCKLEY FELLOWS
HINCKLEY PRESENCE

VISITING DIGNITARIES

4
8

5
10

HINCKLEY FEATURE ARTICLE: MEET MEET
OUR STUDENTS

THE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM

I have the greatest job on earth.  
There is nothing that makes me 

more hopeful for the future than 
to see hundreds of students fill our 
caucus room and the surrounding 
halls of Orson Spencer Hall to 
watch to a presidential debate.  

There is nothing that strength-
ens my outlook for our country’s 
leadership more than to send off 
a new batch of interns to Wash-
ington, DC, ready to discover the 
magic of working on Capitol Hill 
and begin their lives of public 
service.  

There is nothing that encour-
ages me more about tomorrow 
thank to see students spending all 
of their waking hours (and well in-​ 
to the night) civically engaged,  
whether by registering others to  
vote, walking neighborhoods for  
political campaigns, or asking  
stimulating questions during a  
Hinckley Forum.   

These are the kinds of things I 
experience on a daily basis when 
I walk through the door of the 
Hinckley Institute of Politics each 
morning.  I’m sure you would 

agree: I have the greatest job on 
earth.  

2012 has been a phenomenal 
year for the Hinckley Institute, and 
I express my deepest gratitude  
to my staff for their incredible  
energy and ingenuity, as well as to  
our resident scholars, community 
partners, intern host offices, 
donors, and, of course, our out-
standing students.  Together, we 
continually take the Hinckley In-
stitute to higher heights and live 
out our founder Robert H. Hinck-
ley’s dream to “teach students 
respect for practical politics and 
the principle of citizen involve-
ment in government.”  

To illustrate, when I became di-
rector of the Hinckley Institute 
seven years ago, I never imagined 
that we would hold more than  
50 forums a year—now we hold  
more than 100 world-class events  
across the fall and spring semes-
ters, bringing in the top political  
thinkers, ambassadors and global 
leaders, in addition to inspiring 
members of our community to 
engage with students and provide 

the best learning opportunities 
possible.  

This year we have expanded our 
academic programs to offer more 
classes, more internships, and 
more scholarships than ever before.  
More remarkably, our interns and 
students have never been bright-
er—they exceed my expectations 
every day.

The Hinckley Institute has a 
larger community presence than 
ever before, and you will often find 
us presenting to local schools 
about the importance of youth 
voting and joining with civic 
groups to encourage political par-
ticipation among women and 
other demographics.  This pres-
ence extends beyond the Salt Lake 
Valley to the furthest reaches on 
the globe through our growing 
international internship program 
and expanding media coverage.

So, come be a part of the Hinck-
ley Institute.  Help us continue to 
grow, and I promise that you will 
become as optimistic about the 
future as I am every day.

this year  we have expanded our academic programs 

to offer more classes, more internships, and more 

scholarships than ever before. More remarkably, 

Our interns and students have never been brighter; 

they exceed my expectations every  day.

“

”

Kirk Jowers,
Hinckley Institute of Politics Director
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NOTEWORTHY

Hinckley Fellows

thomas mannnorm ornstein

Norman J. Ornstein, resident scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute, is a prominent commentator on Congress and politics.  A 

proponent of election reform, he co-directed the AEI-Brookings Election 
Reform Project from 2005-2011 with Thomas Mann and led a group of 
scholars and practitioners that worked to shape the McCain-Feingold law 
reforming the campaign finance system.  He still directs the Campaign 
Finance Reform Working Group, which he founded in 1996.

Ornstein pens the weekly column “Congress Inside Out” for the 
Capitol Hill publication Roll Call, is an election eve analyst for CBS 
News, and participates in AEI’s Election Watch series.  He has written 
several notable books, including The Broken Branch: How Congress is 
Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track (2006) with Thomas 
Mann, which The Economist hailed as “a classic” and The Washington 
Post named as one of the best books of the year.  

Ornstein became Comedy Central’s first “pollster” and was included 
in Foreign Policy’s “Top 100 Global Thinkers.” He is known for his quick 
wit outstanding commentary on key policies in the realms of energy, the 
economy, and global policy.

In 2004, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences elected Orn-
stein as a fellow.  He received his PhD and MA in political science from 
the University of Michigan and his B.A. at the University of Minnesota.

On September 12, 2012, the Hinckley Institute of Politics honored Norman J. Ornstein and Thomas E. Mann as Hinckley Fellows.  
Ornstein and Mann recently released the acclaimed book It’s Even Worse Than It Looks: How the American Constitutional System 
Collided With the New Politics of Extremism, which assesses the bitter partisanship currently causing gridlock in the American gov-
ernment.  The authors addressed the University of Utah as part of the 2012 September Project co-sponsored by the Hinckley Institute 
and the J. Willard Marriott Library.

T homas Mann is the W. Averell Harriman Chair and senior fellow 
in Governance Studies at The Brookings Institution.  He previously 

served as Director of Governmental Studies at Brookings and Executive 
Director of the American Political Science Association.

In addition to lecturing on public policy and contributing regularly 
to news organizations on issues of governance and politics, Mann has 
conducted polls for congressional candidates, consulted PBS and IBM, 
and served as chair for the Board of Overseers of the National Election 
Studies.  Mann has received the American Political Science Association’s 
Frank J. Goodnow and Charles E. Merriam Awards.

Like Ornstein, Mann is committed to election reform, and he served 
as an expert witness in the constitutional defense of the McCain-Feingold 
campaign finance law.  He has written a number of successful books on 
this topic, including Inside the Campaign Finance Battle:  Court Testimony 
on the New Reforms and The New Campaign Finance Sourcebook, with 
partnering authors Anthony Corrado, Trevor Potter, and Daniel R. Ortiz.  

Mann has served on the distinguished faculties of Princeton Univer-
sity, Johns Hopkins University, Georgetown University, the University 
of Virginia, and American University.  He earned his PhD and MA at 
the University of Michigan and his BA in political science at the Uni-
versity of Florida.  

VISITS FROM NOTABLE 
FOREIGN DIGNITARIES

Consul General julius f. anderegg
Office of switzerland in san francisco

His Excellency Peter ammon
ambassador of germany to the u.s.

His Excellency jose l. cuisia jr. 
ambassador of the philippines to the u.s.

His Excellency RamÓn Gil-Casares
ambassador of spain to the u.s.

His Excellency harold w. forsyth, 
Ambassador of peru to the U.S.

His Excellency Jose L. Cuisia Jr. spoke to the Hinck-
ley Institute on October 5. He was nominated to his 
post by President Benigno S. Aquino III in 2010. 
Prior to his appointment, he served as commis-
sioner of the Social Security System, Central Bank 
governor, and chairman of the Philippine Deposit 
Insurance Corporation. 

Ambassador Peter Ammon is Germany’s highest-
ranking official representative to the U.S. and spoke 
on U.S.-German relations on September 27. He has 
served as Economic Minister at the German Embas-
sy in D.C., German Ambassador to France, career 
diplomat in London, Dakar/Senegal, and New Del-
hi. Ammon is a prominent advocate for free trade.

On October 19 His Excellency Gil-Casares spoke at 
the Hinckley Institute on relations between the U.S. 
and Spain. Gil-Casares is a long standing member 
of the Spanish Foreign Service, and has worked as 
ambassador to Sudan and South Sudan, as well as 
South Africa with concurrent accreditation to mul-
tiple African countries. 

Consul General Anderegg began a life of public ser-
vice in 1977 in the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
and served in numerous locations including Bagh-
dad, Geneva, and Vienna. Anderegg has worked 
throughout the financial centers of the United States 
and Europe with a focus on international banking 
and financial affairs. He spoke on September 13.

His Excellency Forsyth has dedicated years of ser-
vice to the Peruvian government, serving not only as 
Ambassador to the U.S., but also to China, Turkey, 
San Marino, Italy, and Colombia, and as Advisor of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru. He visited 
the Hinckley Institute on September 14.

           05



NOTEWORTHY noteworthy

New Resident
Scholar 2 new

host
offices
abroad

ground
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internships
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114 forums
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former ambassador john price

view highlights on page 10

distributed in academic 
scholarships

distributed in internship 
scholarships

[ the longest-running record in the nation ] 

For more information on Ashley Edgette and her policy proposal, see page 22. 

Former Ambassador Price speaking to President Bush in the White House. 

HIP’s Lindsay Zizumbo & Whitney Benns at the studio in NYC.
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The Hinckley Institute is honored to 
announce its new Resident Scholar, for-

mer Ambassador John Price. Price served 
as Ambassador to the Republic of Mauri-
tius, Republic of Seychelles, and Union of 
Comoros from 2002-2005. He is a proven 
business leader and was on the forefront of 
economic growth in the western U.S. His 
service in civic and educational develop-
ment has been far reaching. He is currently 
teaching an exclusive think tank on foreign 
policy for the Hinckley Institute. Mr. Price 
graduated from the University of Utah in 
1956. He and his wife, Marcia, have three 
children and eight grandchildren. 

The Hinckley Institute has secured a coveted internship with the 
Colbert Report in New York City. Former Hinckley Institute 

student staffer, Whitney Benns, was our first intern to be placed at 
the studio. Her daily tasks ranged from gathering political research 
to  escorting celebrities to dashing to grab spontaneous props min-
utes before the show went live. Benns received rave reviews from 
Colbert’s  staff and has helped set a precedent for future Hinckley 
interns. Kourtney Coomans is interning with Colbert in the spring 
of 2013. Students interested in applying for the paid Colbert intern-
ship can contact the HIP at 801-581-8501.

NEW NOTE-
WORTHY&
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The Ayatollah’s
  Nuclear Gamble

the human cost of military
strikes against iran’s 
nuclear facilities

khosrow b. semnani
september 2012
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HAPPENINGS HAPPENINGS

HINCKLEY 

PRESENCE

PUBLICATIONS

MEDIA HITS:
473

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

The Hinckley Institute of Politics 
and Omid for Iran are pleased to 
share with you a new policy paper 
written by Khosrow B. Semnani, 
The Ayatollah’s Nuclear Gamble: 
The Human Cost of Military Strikes 
Against Iran’s Nuclear Facilities, 
which argues that the humanitar-
ian rights of innocent civilians 
should forestall any military strike 
against Iran by Israel and/or the 
U.S. 

As Western negotiators struggle 
to find a diplomatic solution to the 
Iranian nuclear challenge amid 
heightened unrest in the Middle 
East, the threat of Israeli military 
strikes against Iranian nuclear fa-
cilities cannot be discounted. Much 
talk has been devoted to the likeli-
hood and efficacy of such strikes 
while overlooking the massive 
human casualties and nuclear 
fallout that would inevitably follow.

The Ayatollah’s Nuclear Gamble 
neither apologizes for the Iranian 
regime nor does it ignore decades 
of carelessness by its government. 

Instead, Mr. Semnani, an expert 
with decades of experience in the 
management of nuclear waste and 
hazardous materials, demonstrates 
how the vast toxic plumes released 
by an attack on Iran’s nuclear  
facilities and reactors would en-
danger the innocent—primarily in 
major Iranian population centers 
and throughout the entire Persian 
Gulf region.

The report was featured by The 
New York Times, The Washington 
Post, the BBC, Time Magazine, The 
Atlantic, Eurasia Review, Slate 
(France), and The Vancouver Sun 
Times. 

To read the executive summary, 
download the full publication, and/
or read articles from other media 
outlets regarding the report please 
visit nucleargamble.org. To contact 
Mr. Semnani and/or request a hard 
copy, please email:

media@omidforiran.org
 

The Hinckley Institute hosted the 
13th-annual Huntsman Seminar 
for Teachers from June 18-22, 2012. 
This five-day summer seminar for 
civics teachers is sponsored by the 
Jon and Karen Huntsman Founda-
tion. The primary focus of the 
seminar is to improve the quality 
of civic education in Utah schools. 
Participants gained valuable 
knowledge and insight into current 

events in American politics by 
learning from and interacting with  
political experts, judges, university 
faculty, as well as elected officials. 

Highlighted speakers included 
the Honorable Jill N. Parrish, Mayor 
Ralph Becker, Senator Bob Bennett, 
Speaker Becky Lockhart, Senator 
Pat Jones, and Congressman Jim 
Matheson among others.

The Hinckley Institute participated 
in the annual Partners in the Park, 
a five-week summer program de-
signed to bring University students, 
faculty, and west-side residents 

together in local neighborhood 
parks. The HIP also assisted with 
Project Youth, which inspires sixth 
graders from local Title I schools 
to attend college. 

2012 marks the first year that the 
Hinckley Journal of Politics was en-
tirely self designed and self pub-
lished.  Volume 13 features student 
articles by Devin Kenney, Amelia 
Marstaller, Jonah Cunningham, 
Jordan Fischer, Timothy Marti, 
and Benjamin Borg.  Kenney was 
awarded the Philo S. Bennett 
Paper Prize for his essay, “Monu-
mental Failure: The Navajo Tribe 
and Radiotoxic Wastes.”  

Hinckley Fellow Martin Tolchin 
and his wife Susan Tolchin con-
tributed a paper on the future  

of journalism. Former Congress-
woman Karen Shepherd in addi-
tion to Congressman Rob Bishop, 
and State Representatives Jennifer 
Seelig and Rebecca Chavez-Houck 
also contributed excellent pieces 
on female political participation 
in Utah, federal land policies and 
states’ rights, and the progress 
made after the Governor’s Com-
mission on Strengthening Democ-
racy, respectively.

Student Editors Ashley Edgette 
and Jake Garfield lead an out-
standing student editorial board. 

The Hinckley Institute was proud to be a partner with 
the Diplomatic Courier and the CAT Company in pub-
lishing the 2012 G8 Business magazine for the Summit 
in Camp David held in May.  Kirk Jowers, Courtney 
McBeth, and Rochelle Parker were the executive editors 
of the magazine.  The following Hinckley interns  
contributed articles: Robert Higgins, Ashley Edgette, 
Elisabeth Jessop, and Jared Rowley. 

The Hinckley Institute was pleased to contribute to the 
official G20 Business magazine, which was published 
in June for the G20 Summit in Los Cabos, Mexico.  
Hinckley interns Ashley Edgette, Tianna Tu, Alexan-
der Abbrem, Sarah Day, Greg Peters, and Robert 
Higgins wrote articles that were featured in the maga-
zine, which was distributed to all leaders and delegates 
attending the G20 Summit and boasts a broad global 
online readership.  The magazine was published in 
partnership with the Diplomatic Courier and the CAT 
Company.

THE HINCKLEY INSTITUTE IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 
THE 4 PUBLICATIONS IT CONTRIBUTED TO IN 2012 

THE HINCKLEY INSTITUTE’S REACH EXTENDS FAR 
BEYOND THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS  

1. THE AYATOLLAH’S NUCLEAR GAMBLE

HUNTSMAN SEMINAR IN CONSTITUTIONAL 
GOVERNMENT FOR TEACHERS

PARTNERS IN THE PARK & PROJECT YOUTH 2. HINCKLEY JOURNAL OF POLITICS

3. G20-B20 SUMMIT MAGAZINE 4. G8 BUSINESS MAGAZINE
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HAPPENINGS HAPPENINGS

A 
record

forums
114

The Hinckley Institute hosted 
a remarkable 114 forums 

during the 2012 school year. This 
tremendous achievement would 
not be possible without our un-
paralleled forum coordinator, and 
Associate Director, Jayne Nelson. 
On top of handling all the Hinck-
ley Institute’s finances, she person-
ally organized, scheduled, and  
recorded this year’s 47 spring 
forums and 67 fall forums. It’s a 
task that would be a challenge for 
five staffers and we are deeply 
grateful for her tireless work to 
arrange these events. 

It is striking to consider that the 
Hinckley Institute hosted a mere 
34 forums in all of 2004. This year, 
we held 41 more forums than the 
73 held in 2011. What’s more, the 
vast majority of the forums were 
standing-room only and multiple 
overflowed into our office.

Our panelists and guest lec-
tureres included esteemed local, 
national, and foreign dignitaries 
as well as a variety of policy experts. 
Hinckley forums are open to the 
public and recorded podcasts are 
avaliable on KUER’s website. 

2012 forum hosts

JANUARY 13, 2O12
globalization as a 
challenge & 
opportunity: world 
bank perspective
The Honorable Ian Solomon, U.S. 
Executive Director of the World 
Bank Group. Cosponsored by the 
SL Chamber, The World Bank, and 
World Trade Center Utah.

March 9, 2O12
U.S.-Israel-india 
strategic triangle
Dr. Ramesh Babu Kanneganti, 
Advanced Center for American Studies 
Osmania University. Co-sponsored by 
the Colleges of Humanities and Social 
& Behavioral Science, Turkish Studies 
Project, Institute of Public & Interna-
tional Affairs. 

April 16, 2O12
U.S.-Iran relations
Joey Hood, Acting Director, Office 
of Iranian Affairs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. In September Hood 
was appointed Consul General to 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, by the U.S. 
Department of State. This forum was 
sponsored by the Rob Bishop Civic 
Engagement Fund.

September 28, 2O12
U.S.-china relations
Quansheng Zhao, Professor of Inter-
national Relations and Director of the 
Center for Asian Studies, American 
University. He served for many years 
as Research Associate at Harvard’s 
Fairbank Center for East Asian 
Research. Co-sponsored by The Uni-
versity of Utah Asian Center

September 28, 2O12
assessment of the 
present & future of 
palestinian-israel 
relations
Dr. Khalil Shikaki, Wayne Owens 
Chair in Middle East Studies at the 
University of Utah. Co-sponsored 
by the Middle East Center, Tanner 
Humanities Center.

november 12, 2O12
should the u.s. go to 
war with iran?
Khosrow Semnani, Author, The Aya-
tollah’s Nuclear Gamble;
Senator Robert F. Bennett (R-UT), 
Hinckley Resident Scholar;
Vice Admiral Richard K. Gallagher, 
United States Military Representative 
and NATO  Military Committee

november 14, 2O12
the downturn: how we 
got here and why it 
will be long
Dean Baker, Co-director of the 
Center for Economic and Policy 
Research, Washington, DC.
Co-sponsored by the Department of 
Economics and Masters of Public 
Policy Program, U of U. 

november 16, 2O12
time to rethink u.s. 
policy on iran
Barbara Slavin, Senior Fellow at the 
Atlantic Council’s South Asia Cen-
ter and Washington correspondent 
for Al-Monitor.com. She is a regular 
commentator on U.S. foreign policy 
and Iran on NPR, PBS, and C-SPAN. 

october 18, 2O12
public education 
problems magnified in 
an election year
Lily Eskelsen, Vice President, 
National Education Association. She 
was named by President Obama 
to serve as a commissioner on the 
White House Commission on Educa-
tion Excellence for Hispanics.

November 2, 2O12
arab uprisings & 
revolutions : 
an indigenous 
perspective
Dr. Joseph A. Kechichian, CEO of 
Kechichian & Associates, LLC, a 
consulting partnership that provides 
analysis on the Arabian/Persian Gulf 
region.

March 26, 2O12
crisis in libya
George Joffe is a Research Fellow 
at the Centre and Visiting Profes-
sor of Geography at Kings College, 
London University. He specializes 
in the Middle East and North Africa. 
He is also a lecturer on the Centre’s 
M.Phil. in International Relations.

April 2, 2O12
washington update
Senator Mike Lee (R-UT ). 
Elected in 2010 as Utah’s 16th Sen-
ator, Mike Lee served the State of 
Utah as Governor Jon Huntsman’s 
General Counsel and was later hon-
ored to reunite with Justice Alito, 
now on the Supreme Court, for a 
one-year clerkship.

march 9, 2O12
legislative update
President Michael Waddoups (R); 
Speaker Becky Lockhart (R);
Representative Brian King (D);
Senator Ross Romero (D)
Presented by the Representative 
Rob Bishop Civic Engagement Fund

january 24, 2012
FOOD SECURITY
& CLIMATE CHANGE: 
A COMPARISON OF EU AND 
U.S. POLICY DEBATES
Emanuela Bozzini, Post-Doc 
Research Fellow at the University 
of Trento, Fulbright Schuman Fellow 
Center for Environment and Society, 
University of Maryland.

February 1, 2012
Targeted killing &
extremism
Amos Guiora, Professor, The S.J. 
Quinney College of Law, served for 19 
years in the Israel Defense Forces as 
Lieutenant Colonel (retired). In addi-
tion to his professorship,  he is also a 
a Research Fellow at the International 
Institute on Counter-Terrorism.

February 23, 2012
Capitol Punish-
ment: the hard truth 
about washington 
corruption
Jack Abramoff, arguably one of the 
world’s most famous lobbyists and 
former DC power players. After 43 
months in federal prison, Abramoff 
exposed how DC really works.

The HIP benefited from five 
superb forum hosts during the 
2012 school year and wishes to 

thank Mike Lehr, Sara Seastrand, 
Jared Rowley, Rebecca Rasmussen 
and Joseph Brinton (left to right).
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