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� e best part of my job as 
Director of the Hinckley Institute 
is working with the students. I am 
amazed by their ambition, desire 
for knowledge, and willingness to 
work. � ey know the life chang-
ing experiences they have during 
their internships will enhance 
their education and increase their 

ability to compete in the job 
market.

We know this because each 
year we ask Hinckley students 
what they have learned. � is 
response from Ben Berger, a 
recent graduate who is bound for 
medical school, represents a 
common theme:

“� e highlight of my Hinckley 
Internship experience was meet-
ing with and learning from 
innumerable people of diverse 

backgrounds, perspectives, agen-
das, desires, and positions. � e 
contextual and experiential learn-
ing was truly exceptional, and 
could not have been gained any-
where else.”

Ben’s experience is a testament 
to Robert H. Hinckley’s prescient 
vision when he stated that we 

should “teach students respect for 
practical politics and the princi-
ple of citizen involvement in 
government.” 

� e Hinckley family’s contin-
ued support, along with the 
university, donors, alumni, and 
community partners, has allowed 
us to change the lives of more 
than 7,500 students over the 
course of 52 years. 

In the last year alone we have 
hosted more than 100 public 

forums, placed over 330 interns, 
inducted former Senator Bob 
Bennett into the Hinckley Hall of 
Fame, hosted numerous debates, 
and held an election night watch 
party as part of our “Informed 
Decisions” initiative with the 
Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute. 
On top of all these great experi-
ences, I am tremendously proud 
to report we helped students 
access more than $430,000 in 
scholarship funding. Keeping 
internship experiences a� ordable 

is vital and cost should not keep 
students from these opportuni-
ties. 

For me, helping to enhance a 
student’s world view is the most 
important and transformative 
work we can do. 

� at accomplishment is well 
expressed by one of our students, 
Mary Elizabeth Stoddard, who 
said: 

“I enjoyed the sense of accom-
plishment I felt a� er completing 
my internship experiences. � ey 
enhanced my resume and gave 
me real world skills that I know 
will be applicable throughout my 
professional career.”

Mary Elizabeth’s experience 
typi� es the central role of the 
Hinckley Insitute. We take stu-
dents and provide them with 
life-changing learning opportuni-
ties. We expose them to the 
people, organizations, and think-
ing that will equip them for 
success in their careers and satis-
faction in life. 

Moving forward, we will con-
tinue to champion President 
Pershing’s vision to maintain the 

Hinckley Institute as the state’s 
premier political and internship 
institution, providing signature 
learning experiences to Univer-
sity of Utah students. In doing 
this, we will carry out Robert H. 
Hinckley’s call for civic engage-
ment by increasing opportunities 
for students across campus. We 
will secure more internships and 
secure world-class forum speak-
ers. We will develop résumés and 
enhance perspectives. We will 
prepare students to compete and 

contribute in a global market-
place.

I am grateful for the opportu-
nity to serve as this institute’s 
director. For me, it’s more than a 
job; it’s part of who I am. If you 
haven’t had a chance to interact 
with the Hinckley, or if it’s been a 
while, please come by. We are 
temporarily located in the Uni-
versity of Utah’s old law school 
library in building 72. We would 
love to hear from you.

HELPING TO ENHANCE A STUDENT’S  WORLD VIEW

IS THE MOST IMPORTANT AND TRANSFORMATIVE 

WORK WE CAN DO.

“
”

Jason P. Perry,

Director, 
Hinckley Institute of Politics

Vice President, 
Government Relations

IN THE LAST YEAR ALONE WE’VE

HOSTED MORE THAN 100 FORUMS

AND PLACED MORE THAN 330 INTERNS.

“ 
”

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 

J A S O N  P.  P E R R Y
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NOTEWORTHY

A NEW HINCKLEY FELLOW
Ambassador Prosper made history in 1998 when he 

successfully prosecuted Jean-Paul Akayesu for his 
involvement in the Rwandan Genocide. Th e case set new 
precedent in international law by convincing an interna-
tional court for the fi rst time to recognize rape during 
confl ict as an instrument of genocide. Akayesu was found 
guilty of nine counts of genocide and crimes against 
humanity, including rape, and sentenced to life imprison-
ment.

Prior to his appointment as a war crimes prosecutor, 
Ambassador Prosper was a Deputy District Attorney, and 
later Assistant United States Attorney, in the Los Angeles, 
California, area where he prosecuted gang-related mur-
ders and international drug cartels. From 2001 to 2005, 

he served as the U.S. Ambassador-at-large for War Crimes  
Issues where he helped develop U.S. policies to combat 
terrorism. He is now a Partner with the law fi rm Arent 
Fox LLP where he handles international issues with gov-
ernments ranging from Iran to East Timor.    

Ambassador Prosper’s prosecution of Akayesu is docu-
mented in the 2016 fi lm Th e Uncondemned, which has 
received wide acclaim across the world. In November, the 
Hinckley Institute hosted the fi lm’s Utah premier screen-
ing at the Broadway Th eatre. Th e Uncondemned recounts 
the challenges Ambassador Prosper’s team of lawyers 
faced as they fought to make rape a crime of war and 
features several Rwandan women who stepped forward 
to testify and win justice.    

The Hinckley Institute was thrilled to honor Ambassador Pierre-Richard Prosper as a Hinckley Fellow in 
2016 for his lifelong commitment to international criminal justice. 

AMBASSADOR 
PIERRE-RICHARD 
PROSPER
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NOTEWORTHY

A NEW HINCKLEY FELLOW VISITS FROM 

ESTEEMED DIGNITARIES 
AND GLOBAL LEADERS

COUNCILWOMAN AIMEE WINDER-NEWTON 
Salt Lake County Council

PA’GAN AMUM OKIECH
Former South Sudanese Secretary
General of the SPLM Party

GOVERNOR MITT ROMNEY
Former Governor of Massachussets
and GOP Presidential Candidate

Councilwoman Newton spoke with students about 

criminal justice reform in February 2016.

Governor Romney spoke on the 

importance of ethics and the 

the 2016 Election.

Evan McMullin
Former Presidential Candidate
Mr. McMullin spoke in September 

about his presidential candidcacy 

and what he wants the future of 

America to look like. 

AMBASSADOR CHRISTOPHER HILL
Former ambassador to Iraq, Republic 
of Korea, Poland, and Republic of 
Macedonia

Ambassador Hill spoke with 

Hinckley students in April 2016. 

He shared a presentation titled “A 

Diplomats View.”

HIS EXCELLENCY DAVID O’ SULLIVAN
Ambassador to the U.S. for the European 
Union
His Excellency shared insights regarding U.S. and 

E.U. relations in March of 2016.

Ambassador Pickering  spoke on January 13, 2016, on 

his high-level roles in U.S. government.

AMBASSADOR THOMAS PICKERING
Former U.S. Under Secretary of State for Political A�airs
 and U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations

Secretary Okiech gave a presentation about the 

challenges and opportunities in South Sudan.

DR. SUSAN MADSEN
Director of the Utah Women and 
Leadership Project
In April 2016 Dr. Madsen moderated a panel 

titled “How did Utah Women Fare this 

Legislative Session.” 

We provide students and the community with access to leading thinkers, international experts, and renowned 
activists. Here are a few of the leaders that visited us this year.
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NOTABLE NEW
GLOBAL INTERNSHIPS

NOTABLE NEW
DC INTERNSHIPS

NOTABLE NEW
LOCAL INTERNSHIPS

PHILIPPINES BAYANIHAN 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

THE INTERN GROUP 
AFFILIATE PARTNERSHIP

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
 SYED KAMMALL MEP

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF
TEXTILE ORGANIZATIONS

    ENVIRONMENTAL AND
    SUSTAINABLE STUDY INSTITUTE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE

UTAH CONSULAR CORPS

KEM C. GARDNER
POLICY INSTITUTE

CONCEPT MARKETING

   
 

HOUSE PARTY!
Ground was broken
on our future home:

The Carolyn and Kem
Gardner Center

(opening fall 2018)

HOST 
OFFICES

84 LOCAL
30 LEGISLATIVE

56 DC
56 GLOBAL

= 226 TOTAL

FACTS & FIGURES

MITT ROMNEY
SPEAKS TO THE
NATION FROM 
THE HINCKLEY
MARCH 3, 2016
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ALL FORUMS

NOW

AVAILABLE

ON KUER.ORG 

AND VIMEO.COM

EPISODES OF THE
HINCKLEY REPORT

HINCKLEY
RADIO
HOUR 

INTERNSHIP
SCHOLARSHIPS 

AWARDED

FOLLOWERS

$401,370

ACADEMIC
SCHOLARSHIPS 

AWARDED

$30,500

106
FORUMS

SENATOR BOB 
BENNETT INDUCTED 
INTO THE HINCKLEY
HALL OF FAME

2,087

1,968

2,049

DOING OUR THING 

WEDNESDAYS
10:00-11:00 AM

KCPW 88.3 / 105.3 FM

331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331331
TOTAL INTERNS PLACED

ALL FORUMS 
 AVAILABLE 

ON KUER.ORG
AND VIMEO.COM

52
YEARS STRAIGHT

THE HINCKLEY
INSTITUTE OF POLITICS

BENNETT INDUCTED 
INTO THE HINCKLEY
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In an e� ort to help Utahns make informed 
decisions at the ballot box, the Hinckley Insti-

tute of Politics, in partnership with the Kem C. 
Gardner Policy Institute, hosted a series of dia-
logues through the 2016 election cycle with 
candidates running for o�  ce. As part of the 
series, Director Jason Perry moderated conver-
sations with Governor Gary Herbert and 
Democratic nominee Mike Weinholtz, Con-

gressman Jason Chaffetz and Republican 
challenger Chia-Chi Teng, and Salt Lake County 
Mayor Ben McAdams and Republican candi-
date Dave Robinson. � e Hinckley Institute and 
Gardner Policy Institute also produced election 
packets to provide concise analysis of important 
issues to help voters, candidates, and elected 
o�  cials to make informed decisions.   

The Hinckley Institute remains a central 
source of discussion and commentary on 

political issues a� ecting Utah, the nation, and 
the world.  � roughout the volatile 2016 elec-
tion cycle, local and national news outlets 
frequently cited the Hinckley Institute’s non-
partisan commentary from Director Jason Perry, 

local program manager Dr. Morgan Lyon Cotti, 
and other Hinckley sta� .  � is year the Hinckley 
Institute also expanded its public reach with the 
Hinckley Report—a weekly political discussion 
led by Jason Perry and in� uential members of 
Utah’s political sphere.  

The Hinckley Institute maintained its rela-
tionship with the Diplomatic Courier, a 

global a� airs media network, through 2016. � e 
network produces a bi-monthly magazine, pro-
duces books, and hosts events addressing 
speci� c topics, among other things. Further-

more, the network prides itself in being 
accessible, intergenerational, and global. 
� rough the Hinckley Institute, two students—
Danika Li and Winona Royance—interned for 
the Diplomatic Courier in Washington, D.C. 
during 2016.

Volume 17 of the annual Hinckley Journal of 
Politics features student papers by Kyle 

Criddle, Lea Hunter, Charles Koronkowski, Jes-
sica Oglesby, and Alithia Zamantaki. � e papers 
cover topics from the Lake Powell Pipeline to 
LGBTQIA youth in the juvenile legal system. 
� e 2016 edition also includes opinion essays by 
three public o�  cials. U.S. Representative Mia 
Love commented on the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act. Utah 
Senator Jim Dabakis (and Connor Yakaitis) 
wrote about replacing Columbus Day with 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. Finally, Salt Lake City 

Council Member Erin Mendenhall expounded 
on solving air pollution at a municipal level. Stu-
dent Editors Matt Kirkegaard and Courtney 
Tanner led an editorial board consisting of Cam-
eron Archibald, Nick Beekhuizen, Tyler Cain, 
Anthony Calacino, Alyssa Charles, Christopher 
Coombs, Katie Crawford, Ali Darvish, Maher 
Farrukh, Sawson Gholami, Christianna Johnson, 
Jon Junejo, Benjamin Rogers, and Lindsey Vick-
ers. � ey wish to thank Faculty Editor Tabitha 
Benny and Faculty Advisors James Curry and 
Eric Sjöberg.

KEM C. GARDNER POLICY INSTITUTE

STAFF PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA

THE DIPLOMATIC COURIER COLLABORATION

THE HINCKLEY JOURNAL OF POLITICS

HAPPENINGS8



PUBLICATIONS

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

The Hinckley Institute hosted its 17th 
annual Huntsman Seminar for teachers 

and administrators sponsored by the Jon and 
Karen Huntsman Foundation. � e seminar 
focused on increasing the power and rele-
vance of civics education in Utah. Lee 
Crawford, a participant from Box Elder High 
School, said of the seminar, “� is is, far and 
away, the best professional development I 
have ever done. My mind swims when I con-
sider all of the ways I’ll apply everything I’ve 
learned in my experiences with my students. 
I’ve always been engaged in the political pro-
cess, but now I know so much more.”

UN Women’s Utah Chapter, which is sup-
ported by the Hinckley Institute, 

completed its third year in 2016. � e U.N. 
Women’s chapter strives to promote gender 
equality and empowerment of women and 
girls around the world. � e Utah Chapter was 
co-founded by Victoria Baird and Nicole Eber-
hardt with leadership from the Hinckley 
Institute’s former Associate Director Courtney 
McBeth, who began serving as Co-President 
of UN Women in 2015.

The Hinckley Institute continued its part-
nership with Real Women Run (RWR) in 

2016. RWR is a collaborative nonpartisan 
e� ort launched in 2011 to empower women to 
participate fully in public life and leadership. 
Hinckley Institute Associate Director, Dr. 
Morgan Lyon Cotti, has been integral to the 
success of the program, including promoting 
RWR trainings for women throughout campus 
and the community.

In partnership with � e Salt Lake Tribune 
and Dan Jones & Associates, the Hinckley 

Institute published quarterly polls through 
2016 to survey Utahns’ opinions on topics 
ranging from political elections to marijuana 
legalization.  Because Utah proved to be a tight 
three-way race in the presidential election 
between Donald Trump, Hilary Clinton, and 
Evan McMullin, the Hinckley Institute polls 
received national and international attention 

The Hinckley Institute has always been 
deeply involved in helping to educate 

young people in the importance of local, state, 
and national level civic participation. In 2016 
the Hinckley Institute presented to several 
classes, student groups, and youth organiza-
tions to encourage involvement and stimulate 
thinking. 

Elect her, a program run by the American 
Association of University Women, encour-

ages college women to run for student o�  ce 
and eventually public o�  ce. Hinckley Ambas-
sador Barbara Andrade organized 2016’s Elect 
Her campaign training at the University of 
Utah. � e training included practical advice 
and campaigning techniques, such as cra� ing 
marketing messages. � e event featured Utah 
state Senator Deidre Henderson as its keynote 
speaker.

In 2015, the Hinckley Institute continued its 
collaboration with the Utah Council for 

Citizen Diplomacy (UCCD). UCCD is an 
independent, nonpartisan, nonpro� t organi-
zation that strives to promote respect and 
understanding between the people of Utah 
and other nations. With UCCD, the Hinckley 
Institute helps facilitate exchanges between 
foreign delegations and Utah professionals 
and students. � e Hinckley Institute also par-
ticipated in UCCD’s annual world trivia 
competition.

The Hinckley Institute of Politics is proud 
to be a part of the Utah Debate Commis-

sion. � e Utah Debate Commission is a 
consortium of higher educational institutions, 
media organizations, and business and civic 
leaders dedicated to creating a non-partisan 
and independent system of debates in the state 
during each election cycle. Over the course of 
one month, six debates were held at universi-
ties and colleges throughout Utah for all four 
congressional districts, the gubernatorial race, 
and the one U.S. Senator seat up for election. 
� e Utah Debate Commission is dedicated to 
televising and standardizing debates for the 
races within the state. In addition to organiz-
ing and hosting several debates, the Utah 
Debate Commission conducted polls to ana-
lyze the status of the each race.

The Hinckley Institute welcomed the Vote 
Everywhere Project by the Andrew Good-

man Foundation (AGF) in the spring of 2015. 
Andrew Goodman and two of his contempo-
raries were young adults committed to 
equality, voting rights, and social justice. � ey 
died � ghting for such commitments during 
the Freedom Summer of 1964. � e AGF 
inspires and empowers young people to fully 
participate in the democratic process, setting 
Millennials on the path toward civic engage-
ment and greater political power. � roughout 
2016, the AGF at the University of Utah helped 
the Hinckley Institute plan and host di� erent 
voter registration drives and other election-
related events during the fall semester.

KEM C. GARDNER POLICY INSTITUTE

HUNTSMAN SEMINAR U.N. WOMEN:
UTAH CHAPTER

REAL WOMEN RUN

POLLING RESEARCH
YOUTH OUTREACH

ELECT HER

UCCD PARTNERSHIP

DEBATE COMMISSION

ANDREW GOODMAN 
FOUNDATION

HAPPENINGS

UTAH CHAPTER
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FORUMS

DAYS

FOR

The Hinckley Institute has 
become the state’s premier 

destination for public discussion 
and debate. In 2016, the Hinckley 
Institute hosted an impressive 106 
public forums. Over the spring 
semester, Hinckley Associate 
Director Jayne Nelson organized 
62 forums; over the fall, she exe-
cuted 43. We are incredibly 
thankful for her dedication to 
hosting top speakers, experts, and 
panels who discuss a tremendous 
range of topics at the University 
of Utah.

�is year’s forums featured a 
variety of venerated local, 
national, and foreign dignitaries, 

as well as a number of notable 
authors, academics, and policy 
experts. �e Hinckley Institute 
hosted debates for local and state 
elections through an innovative 
partnership with the Kem C. 
Gardner Policy Institute called, 

“Informed Decisions.”
Hinckley forums are always  

free and open to the public and 
recorded podcasts of these foru-
mas are available on KUER’s 
website. �ey are also featured on 
KCPW’s new Hinckley Radio 
Hour, every Wednesday from 
10:00–11:00 AM and every Satur-
day from 9:00–10:00 AM.

February 8, 2016
Outcomes Based 
Decision Making: 
Criminal Justice 
Reform 
Jenny Wilson, Salt Lake 
County Council
Aimee Winder Newton, 
Salt Lake County Council
Kerri Nakamura, Gov-
ernment Policy Director, 
Sorenson Impact Center  
 

October 4, 2016
Candidate 
Conversations 2016: 
Governor

Challenger Mike Wein-
holtz (D),
Governor Gary Herbert (R), 
Jason Perry (Moderator),  
VP Government Relations, 
Director, Hinckley Institute 
of Politics

October 6, 2016
Nation and State 
Building in the 21st 
Century: Challenges 
and Opportunities in 
South Sudan

P’agan Amum Okiech, 
former South Sudanses Sec-
retary General of the SPLM 
Party

DECEMBER 2, 2015
U.S. E�orts to Pro-
mote International 
Religious Freedom

Ambassador David 
Saperstein,  U.S. Ambas-
sador-at-Large for 
International Religious 
Freedom principal advisor 
to the president and sec-
retary of state on issues of 
religious freedom

DECEMBER 7, 2015 
Election Analysis from 
BuzzFeed 
McKay Coppins, senior political 
writer  for BuzzFeed

October 26, 2016
The Dynamics of 
Religious 
Discrimination
Noor Ul-Hasan, community 
leader in the  member-Islamic Society of 
Greater Salt Lake
Frederick Gedicks, Professor of Law, 
Brigham Young University’s Clark Law 
School
Simran Jeet Singh, Assistant Professor, 
Trinity University’s Department of 

Religious Studies

November 7, 2016
Rwanda: The Pursuit 
of International Jus-
tice, Then and Now 
Ambassador Pierre-Rich-
ard Prosper, served as 
the second United States 
Ambassador-at-Large for 
War Crimes Issues under 
President George W. Bush 
from 2001 to 2005

February 16, 2016
Cyberspace in Peace 
and War

David P. Fidler, James Louis 
Calamaras Professor of Law, 
Indiana University Maurer 
School of Law

March 25, 2016
U.S.-EU Relations: 
What the Next U.S. 
President Needs to 
Know

His Excellency David 
O’Sullivan, Ambassador to 
the U.S. for the
European Union

HAPPENINGS

FOR A CALENDAR OF HINCKLEY FORUMS VISIT: 
www.hinckley.utah.edu/calendar
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2016 FORUM HOSTS

October 3, 2016
LDS Values in Politics

Natalie Gochnour (Modera-
tor) Kem C. Gardner Policy 
Institute at the University 
of Utah

Senator Howard Stephenson
Representative Brian King
Suzanne Harrison, MD
Senator Todd Weiler

October 6, 2016
Nation and State 
Building in the 21st 
Century: Challenges 
and Opportunities in 
South Sudan
 
P’agan Amum Okiech, 
former South Sudanses Sec-
retary General of the SPLM 
Party

October 10, 2016
Candidate Conversa-
tions 2016: Salt Lake 
County Mayor

Mayor Ben McAdams (D)
Challenger Dave Robinson 
(R)
Jason Perry (Moderator)  VP 
Government Relations, Direc-
tor, Hinckley Institute of 
Politics

NOVEMBER 14, 2015
Refugees in Utah
Rick Foster, LDS Charities
Asha Parekh, Manager of 
Refugee Service for the 
Utah Department of Work-
force Services 
Missy Larsen, Chief of Sta� 
to Utah Attorney General 
Sean D. Reyes

DECEMBER 7, 2015 
Election Analysis from 
BuzzFeed 
McKay Coppins, senior political 
writer  for BuzzFeed

November 7, 2016
Rwanda: The Pursuit 
of International Jus-
tice, Then and Now 
Ambassador Pierre-Rich-
ard Prosper, served as 
the second United States 
Ambassador-at-Large for 
War Crimes Issues under 
President George W. Bush 
from 2001 to 2005

September 26, 2016
Debate Watch Party:
Gubernatorial 
Debate
Presidential Debate

Hosted by the David 
Eccles School of Business

MARCH 22, 2016
The Changing Shape 
of Power & National 
Security

Jaun Zarate, Senior Advisor 
for the Center of Strategic 
and International Studies
 

March 7, 2016
Washington Update

Congressman Chris Stewart 
(R-UT)

�e Hinckley Institute bene�ted from 
�ve phenomenal forum hosts during 
2016 and would like to thank them for 
their great work. �ey are pictured 

below: (From le� to right) Madi Shupe, 
Sawson Gholami, Taylor Talbot, 
Mitchell Menlove, and Hans Liu.

HAPPENINGS

FOR A CALENDAR OF HINCKLEY FORUMS VISIT: 
www.hinckley.utah.edu/calendar
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HAPPENINGS

INFORMED 
DECISIONS

Throughout the exciting 
2016 election cycle, the 

Hinckley Institute of Politics, 
in partnership with the Kem C. 
Gardner Policy Institute, 
hosted the Informed Decision 
2016 series to address issues 
important to Utahns.  “Elec-
tions are about the future and 
the ideas that will propel our 
state forward” said Hinckley 
director, Jason Perry. “We’re 
excited to combine the ener-

gies and talent of both the 
Hinckley Institute and the 
Gardner Policy Institute to 
engage the public, analyze 
issues, convene candidates, 
and ultimately, help the public 
make informed decisions.”

Jason Perry speaks with Congressman Jason Cha�etz in front of students as part of
the Hinckley’s Informed Decisions campaign.

12



HAPPENINGS

Informed Decisions had 
three primary programs 

to help achieve its goals.  
First, the Gardner Institute 
convened focus groups to 
identify the issues that are 
most important to the public 
and to policy experts in the 
2016 election. Second, based 
o� of the issues raised by the 
focus groups, the Hinckley 
Institute and the Gardner 
Policy Institute worked 

together to create election 
brief packets to provide con-
cise analysis of the issues so 
that voters, candidates, and, 
ultimately, elected o�cials 
could make informed deci-
sions. Finally, the Hinckley 
Institute of Politics and the 
Gardner Policy Institute 
organized conversations 
with the leading candidates 
in some of the closest races 
throughout the state. �e 

Utah gubernatorial race, Salt 
Lake County mayoral race, 
and Utah’s 3rd Congressio-
nal District race were each 
featured throughout 2016. 
Rather than hosting a debate 
with the leading candidates 
discussing issues on stage 
together, these candidate 
conversations allowed for a 
more casual talk about the 
problems facing their con-
stituents. Each program 

added unique insight and 
valuable information into 
the election cycle.
Above: Jason Perry speaks with Salt Lake 

County Mayor Ben McAdams as part of the 

Hinckley’s Informed Decisions campaign.

13



ELECTIONS & THE HINCKLEY

T hroughout 2016 the Hinckley 
Institute, in collaboration with 

the Andrew Goodman Founda-
tion, was able to help nearly 2,000 
new students register to vote. 
From August to November alone, 
1,200 students were newly regis-
tered. Voter registration drives 
were held throughout the year at 
various locations across campus. 
With the University’s agreement 
upon a contract with TurboVote in 
July, easy online voter registration 
access was quickly distributed to 

di�erent colleges and departments 
and disseminated to large student 
populations. 

Throughout the month of Octo-
ber, the Andrew Goodman 
Foundation and the Hinckley 
Institute of Politics hosted a voter 
registration competition on Greek 
Row. Students from several di�er-
ent houses participated and nearly 
200 students registered in just a 
few short weeks.

November 1st marked the �nal 
day for online voter registration in 

the state of Utah. �e Hinckley 
celebrated this occasion by hosting 
a Last Day Voter Registration 
Drive. Over twenty volunteers 
signed up to encourage students to  
register and to help them through 
the process. Volunteers were 
placed in various highly tra�cked 
locations across campus and over 
the course of just a few hours were 
able to help 87 students register to 
vote. 

For the �rst time since 2008, 
Salt Lake County residents were 

able to vote on campus at the Uni-
versity of Utah. Students arrived at 
7am to cast their ballots in the 
Gould Auditorium in the Marriott 
Library. Nearly 3,000 students par-
ticipated in the on-campus voting, 
some enduring lines over three 
hours! Despite the lines, the Uni-
versity of Utah and the Hinckley 
Institute were able to provide 
opportunities for its students to 
become more engaged by bringing 
the polls to campus.

 

VOTER REGISTRATION EFFORTS

Above: University of Utah students attend 
the Hinckley Institute’s election night party.
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Debate Parties: During the 
2016 presidential election 

the Hinckley Institute hosted two 
debate watch parties. During both 
parties students shared diverse 
and educated opinions, some of 
which changed a�er watching the 
debates. Hinckley Institute Direc-
tor Jason Perry moderated 
discussions at both parties and 
gave students thought-provoking 
questions. We would like to thank 

the Spencer Fox Eccles Business 
School for allow ing us to host our  
debate watch parties in their build-
ing. We were able to �ll the venues 
to capacity.

Election Night: Wrapping up 
the 2016 election cycle, the 

Hinckley co-hosted an election 
night party at Lassonde Studios, 
which more than 500 students 
attended. In addition to multiple 

televisions, crowded by result-
watching students, the event 
included dinner, snacks, electoral 
games, a ra�e, and a photo booth. 
�e Hinckley Institute also carried 
out “real-time” polling, allowing 
attendees to voice their opinion 
and see how their votes matched 
up with the state and nation.

ELECTIONS & THE HINCKLEY
DEBATE PARTIES & ELECTION NIGHT 

From establishing student test-
ing to assessing curriculum 

standards, decision made by the 
Utah State School Board directly 
a�ect the state’s 643,000 public 
school students, their families, 
teachers, and administrators. “�e 
state school board debates will 
allow Utahns to ask questions, 
explore the issues, and engage with 
the candidates,” said Jason Perry. 

“Ultimately, this initiative will 

empower voters in these critical, 
yet o�en overlooked, elections.” 
�e Hinckley Institute of Politics 
worked with the Utah Education 
Debate Coalition to host this 
series of debates.  �e coalition 
was made up by Utah Association 
of Public Charter Schools, the 
Sutherland Institute, KSL News-
Radio, United Way of Salt Lake, 
and the Deseret News. �e coali-
tion hosted seven primary and 

seven general election debates 
from St. George to Syracuse. �ese 
school board debates were orga-
nized in the seven districts facing 
an election and had a primary in 
2016. �ese debates proved to be 
in�uential in assisting citizens to 
cast an educated vote in these 
under-appreciated School Board 
elections.  

SCHOOL BOARD DEBATES

NEARLY 

2,000 
STUDENTS

REGISTERED TO 
VOTE THROUGH 

HINCKLEY 
EFFORTS

NEARLY 

3,000 
VOTES

WERE CAST ON 
THE UNIVERSITY 

OF UTAH CAMPUS



PAY IT FORWARD
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: WAYNE HORIUCHI

Q: When did you graduate?
I graduated with my bachelor’s degree in 1970. I �n-

ished my master’s degree in 1972.

Q: How did the Hinckley impact your undergradu-
ate education?

�e Hinckley Institute introduced me to an entire �eld 
of interest that later became my career vocation. Govern-
ment and Politics coupled to my extracurricular 
involvement in the University of Utah debate team 
became the precursor to a career as a legislative advocate. 
Even though I now call myself a “recovering lobbyist,” 
lobbying was a career that became very much a part of 
my life for over 40 years. I represented the Japanese 
American Citizens League in Washington, D.C., Weber 
County Commission before the Utah State Legislature, 
and Special Representative for Union Paci�c Railroad 
before federal, state, and local bodies in California and 
Nevada.

Q: What is your favorite Hinckley memory?
Challenging the Executive Director of the Hinckley 

Institute, Dr. J.D. Williams, while I was a cadet in the 
ROTC during an ROTC forum whose topic was the war 
in Vietnam. �at was an important moment for me.

Q: How did the Hinckley help set the course for the 
rest of your career?

�e Hinckley led me to apply to graduate school in 
political science. A�er grad school, government and poli-
tics became my life. And even today, I’m still active in 
politics and recently attended the Republican National 
Convention in Cleveland as an alternate delegate. My 
�rst convention was as a delegate to the Democrat Con-
vention in San Francisco and in between I attended about 
seven other conventions for my company. I guess you 
can say that the bipartisan in�uence of the Hinckley had 
something to do with me being both a Democrat and 
Republican in my lifetime.

Q: What positions have you held that you attribute, 
in some form, to the Hinckley?

• President, Hinckley Institute, intern forum
• Utah State Democratic Committee
• Utah State Legislature House of Representatives
• Salt Lake City Commission Candidate
• Governor Calvin L. Rampton, fellow, sponsored by the 

Western States Political Science Association

Wayne Horiuchi is a Hinckley alumnus that gradutated in 1970. Because of his experience with the Hinckley, 
he generously provides an annual scholarship to one of our interns traveling to Washington, D.C. GET YOUR FACTS STRAIGHT

HINCKLEY RADIO HOUR
WEDNESDAYS 10:00-11:00 AM

KCPW 88.3 / 105.3 FM

FIND THE PODCAST ON ITUNES UNDER THE NAME “HINCKLEY INSTITUTE RADIO HOUR.”

SATURDAYS 9:00-10:00 AM

You can give back too. Go to hinckley.utah.edu/donate to learn how.



GET YOUR FACTS STRAIGHT
HINCKLEY RADIO HOUR

WEDNESDAYS 10:00-11:00 AM

KCPW 88.3 / 105.3 FM

FIND THE PODCAST ON ITUNES UNDER THE NAME “HINCKLEY INSTITUTE RADIO HOUR.”

SATURDAYS 9:00-10:00 AM

You can give back too. Go to hinckley.utah.edu/donate to learn how.
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The
Hinckley
Report

At an unprecedented time in our nation’s political 
history, �e Hinckley Report brings you a series 

that provides insight and analysis into Utah news and 
pressing political issues as they relate to the state and 
country. In its �rst season, the program featured 30 
episodes, hosted by Hinckley Institute Director, Jason 

Perry, and included award-winning journalists, 
respected community leaders, and elected o�cials. 
�is program is made possible by a partnership with 
KUED and is sponsored by the George S. and Dolores 
Doré Eccles Foundation and the Cleone P. Eccles Endow-
ment.

Watch Fridays at 7:30 pm 
on KUED or online at kued.
org

INCREASING OUR COMMUNITY REACH. 

INTRODUCING: 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR MEDIA,
VISIT: HINCKLEY.UTAH.EDU
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HIP TALKS
FINAL COMPETITION 

JUDGES
Kevin Coe 

Professor of Communications, U of U

Jesus Hernandez
Hinckley Intern

Diversity Board Director, ASUU

Mike Mower
Deputy Chief of Sta� to Governor Gary Herbert

Steve Owens
Wayne Owens Fund

Partner, Epperson & Owens Law Firm

Jason Perry
Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics

John Pearce
Utah Supreme Court Justice

Jacey Skinner
General Counsel to Governor Gary Herbert

Peter Watkins
Former speechwriter for 

President George W. Bush and Laura Bush

In honor of the oratory skills of for-
mer Utah Congressman Wayne 

Owens, the Hinckley Institute and 
ASUU sponsored  the second annual 

“HIP Talks,” a university-wide speech 
contest. All matriculated students 
were encouraged to put their best 
two-minute speech forward to com-
pete for $10,000 in prize money. 

Over the course of three preliminary 
rounds and a celebrity-judged �nal 
round, hundreds of speeches from 
students of various  majors were de-
livered on a range of topics from im-
migration to sexism and  body image 
to le�-handedness. �e grand prize 
winner was Hillary Nikyema, who 
gave a powerful speech simply titled 
Honey.

Grand Prize: Hillary Nikyema
Speech: Honey

Audience Favorite: Christian Sears
Speech: What I Wish They Told Me

Runner-Up: Alexis Cortez
Speech: Hypocrisy 

Runner-Up: Hans Liu
Speech: The Banana E	ect

Runner-Up: Kimberly Valencia
Speech: Names

Runner-Up: Dylan Wootton
Speech: Seeing Beyond Pink Underwear

THE HINCKLEY INSTITUTE, ASUU, AND THE WAYNE OWENS FUND PRESENT

A “2 minutes to win it” 
speech competition with 
$10,000 in prize money 

THE WINNERS

Above: Winners from the 2016 HIP Talks competition, hosted by the Hinckley Institute of Politics
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