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to continue to champion the students of the University 
of Utah for decades to come.

 
 
 
 
Jason P. Perry
Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics

The Hinckley Institute of Politics moved into our 
new space in the Carolyn and Kem Gardner Commons 
in the summer of 2018.  This space has already provided 
extraordinary opportunities for our students as they 
undertake internship opportunities and other academic 
pursuits. Our new James & Lyn Hinckley Family Caucus 
Room has allowed the Hinckley Institute and the entire 
University of Utah Campus to host events where 
students can learn from world-renowned experts and 
engage in critical discussions about the most pressing 
topics affecting our nation and communities.  

Our premier location in the building, directly 
inside one of the main entrances and across from the 
University of Utah Emma Eccles Welcome Center, 
means that thousands of current and prospective 
students walk past our office each week.  Many of 
these students walk through Hinckley’s doors curious 
about our internships, classes, and forums.  Their initial 
meetings with our student staff build excitement about 
Hinckley’s opportunities, and has lead to a marked 

“The Hinckley Institute of Politics remains 
wholly committed to serving students – 
enhancing their educational experiences 
and preparing them for their careers.”

Director’s
Message

Jason Perry, General Peter Cooke, Gina Shipley, and 
the fall 2018 DC intern cohort visit Arlington Cemetery 
to place a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

increase in the number of internship applications.  

Beyond our location, our beautiful, highly functional 
space has made it possible for our programs to thrive.  
Every internship program, special event, and Hinckley 
project has been enhanced by the new space allowing 
us to send over 400 interns to offices throughout the 
world this past year. This summer alone we placed a 
record-breaking number of interns.

Our team members strive to provide every 
student we serve with the opportunity to participate in 
substantive internships and are proud of the variety of 
majors represented in our classes.  In the Forum Series 

class, students develop critical thinking skills and hone 
their ability to write persuasively as they review and 
analyze forums and current events. In the Price Think 
Tank, students discuss the history and politics of Africa 
and the Middle East with former Ambassador John Price. 
In Capital Encounter, students learn about the levers of 
power and how to effectively advocate for policies and 
issues they are passionate about in Washington, DC. 
Regardless of the subject, the level of education our 
students receive has been greatly elevated by our new 
home in the Gardner Commons building.

While we reminisce fondly at the many historic 
events we held in our space in Orson Spencer Hall, our 
new Hinckley Caucus Room has greatly expanded our 
role as the premier location on campus to host major 
speakers and events. The dynamic nature of the space 
affords us the ability to hold events both large and small; 
and co-sponsor many events with our valued University 
of Utah and community partners.

The Hinckley Institute of Politics remains wholly 
committed to serving students – enhancing their 
educational experiences and preparing them for their 
careers. Our space in the new, world-class Gardner 
Commons has enabled us to further achieve our goal 
to provide the students we serve with world-class 
internship opportunities, organizing compelling forums 
and speakers, and engaging our community.  

As we look to the future, we know that the Hinckley 
Institute’s home in the Gardner Commons will allow us 



6 7

Carolyn & Kem Gardner Commons 

Built in the footprint of its predecessor, Orson Spencer Hall, the Carolyn 
and Kem Gardner Commons creates spaces for academic exploration and 
collaboration in the heart of campus. Donor Carolyn Gardner hopes the 
building inspires students to “be open to ideas and free from prejudice with 
a desire to continue learning, thinking critically, and writing persuasively 
throughout their lives.” 

Gardner Commons is home to many of our campus partners including the 
College of Social and Behavioral Science, Office of Global Engagement, 
Department of Political Science, School for Cultural and Social 
Transformation, Emma Eccles Jones Welcome Center, and Office of 
Admissions, and the National Center for Veterans Studies. The building 
features more than 40 classrooms, two auditoriums, and hundreds of 
student study spaces. Gardner Commons is the first building on campus to 
use Ground Source Wells as its heating and cooling energy source. Ground 
Source Wells provide 96% of the heating loads and 60% of the cooling 
loads for the building — generating $70,000 in annual savings and making 
the building carbon neutral ready. As Kem Gardner aptly recognized in the 
building’s dedication, the space may be called Gardner Commons, but “it’s 
not common at all.” 

The new Hinckley Institute of Politics provides space for the Hinckley 
Institute to better serve students through our internships, classes, and 
forums. Some highlights of our new space include:

The Lyn Cushman Hinckley Terrace: The terrace serves as an excellent outdoor venue and 
a beautiful space for students to study, socialize, and relax during the warmer months with 
amazing views.

The R.J. Snow Student Lounge: Throughout the rich history of the Hinckley Institute of Politics, 
there has never been a place for students to visit or study; the R.J. Snow Student Lounge 
provides just that space. This inviting lounge welcomes students into the Hinckley Institute 
whether they are studying for an exam or simply passing time before an internship meeting or 
forum. 

James Scowcroft Hinckley Boardroom: This meeting space features floor-to-ceiling windows 
and a custom-made conference table made from the original floor of the Jon M. Huntsman 
Center. In fact, it is the same floor on which many NCAA basketball games have been played—
including the legendary 1979 matchup between Magic Johnson and Larry Bird. 

The James and Lyn Hinckley Caucus Room: This venue includes new audio-visual technology, 
recording capabilities, and a state-of-the-art retractable wall creating a flexible venue space 
that can adapt to gatherings of any size up to 150 attendees. 

HINCKLEY’S NEW HOME
Our redesigned office space in the heart of student life.

76
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o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l l

OUR INTERN
PROGRAMS

LOCAL

MANAGING DIRECTOR: MORGAN LYON COTTI, PHD
The local internship program provides students from across campus with part-
time professional experiences in a range of government offices, non-profits, 
and businesses across the Wasatch Front. This used to be Hinckley’s smallest 
program, but as students have recognized the importance of internships to 
their academic careers, Hinckley has met that demand by greatly expanding the 
numbers and types of host offices we are connected with.  The local program 
has more than doubled in the past decade and now any student can complete a 
local internship while still attending classes on campus. Moving forward, we are 
excited to continue to expand our internship offerings so that anyone from an in-
coming freshman to an experienced graduate student can find a substantive and 
transformative internship that will set them on the path to a successful career.
Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/local

GLOBAL

MANAGING DIRECTOR: JEAN OH, M.ED.
The global internship program promotes experiential learning by 
taking on roles and responsibilities of substance in offices that span 
parliaments, businesses, lobbying firms, research institutes, health 
clinics, and humanitarian NGOs throughout the world. Students from 
a wide variety of disciplines have the opportunity to learn and work 
with professionals and experts in their respective fields, while earn-
ing university credit and qualifying for scholarships. Unsurprisingly, 
Hinckley Global Interns have gained a reputation for excellence, 
translating into employment following their internships abroad. To 
date, we have placed over 700 interns in over 50 countries.  
Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/global

LEGISLATIVE

MANAGING DIRECTOR: MORGAN LYON COTTI, PHD
The legislative internship is a mainstay of the Hinckley Institute of Politics.  For 
50 years, the Hinckley Institute has sent some of the brightest students from 
the University of Utah to work as full-time, paid interns for members of the Utah 
State Legislature.  This is a truly unique experience for students as they perform 
high-level research, writing, and policy analysis for elected officials. In 2019, the 
Hinckley Institute placed 29 students with legislators, lobbyists, advocacy groups, 
and other elected officials. Additionally, the Hinckley Institute has been thrilled 
to work with the other participating universities and colleges to create a consor-
tium training course so that all students are prepared for this once-in-a-lifetime 
internship.
Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/legislative

NATIONAL

MANAGING DIRECTOR: GINA SHIPLEY, MPA
The Hinckley Institute has one of the nation’s longest standing Washington, 
DC internship programs, dating back to 1965. Each semester the Hinckley 
Institute provides 30 students of all majors internships in a variety of gov-
ernment institutions, public advocacy groups, and media/consulting firms. 
This flagship program provides students internship scholarships to cover ex-
penses and subsidized housing in central Washginton, DC apartments.  The 
success of this program is made evident by the growing number of Hinckley 
alumni living and working in the Washington, DC area. More often than not, 
these alumni have accepted job opportunities that were a direct result of 
their internships.
Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/national
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This Year’s
Forums
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Hinckley forums seek to expose the university 
community to important ideas and perspectives from 
academics, policy makers, diplomats, politicians, 
public servants, writers, and observers on local, 
national, and international affairs. This academic 
year’s forum series featured 86 forums focusing on 
topics ranging from global nuclear disarmament to 
helping those experiencing homelessness in Utah. 
Managing Director Molly Wheeler’s dedication to 
producing politically and socially relevant forums 
fosters critical public discourse and civil debate on 
the most current and pressing issues. 

An Ethnography of Iran and its Many Faces
Shahla Talebi, PHD, Assoc Professor of Historical, Philosophical 

and Religious Studies at Arizona State University
10
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Role of the Prosecutor in the 21st Century
Sim Gill, Salt Lake County District Attorney 10
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Election Night Live-Stream Watch Party
2018 Mid-term Elections
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Migrant Crossings: Witnessing Human Trafficking in the U.S.
Annie Isabel Fukushima, Assistant Professor, 

Division of Ethnic Studies, Transform

11
07

U.S. Military’s Impact on Cybersecurity
Randy Arvay, Chief Information Security Officer, University of Utah

Jared Baker, Lead Security Operations Analyst, Master Sgt, Army Reserves
Phil Bates, Chief Information Security Officer, State of Utah 

COL David Becker, Director of the G-6, Utah Army National Guard

11
12

My Climate Change: Lessons Learned in 
30 Years on the Global Warming Beat

Andrew Revkin, National Geographic

11
12

Trust in the Media
RonNell Andersen Jones, Lee E. Teitelbaum Endowed
Professor of Law, College of Law
Jennifer Napier-Pearce, Editor, The Salt Lake Tribune
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics
Doug Wilks, Editor, The Deseret News

10
31

Standing Up to Utah’s Needs
Sheryl Allen, Former State Legislator, National Popular Vote Movement 
Di Allison, Former President of the Utah League of Women Voters
Dave Carrier, Professor, Biology Department
Pat Christensen, Trial Attorney (ret)
Nancy Haanstad, Chair, Political Science Department, Weber State (ret)
Dixie Huefner, Professor of Special Education Law (ret)
Cheryll May, Curator, BYU Fine Arts Museum (ret)

10
29

The Resilience of American Institutions
James M. Curry, Assistant Professor, Political Science Dept
Ella Myers, Assoc Professor, Political Science & Gender Studies Depts
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics
Brent J. Steele, Professor & Director, Graduate Studies, Political Science Dept

10
24

Ballot Initiative: Better Boundaries
Senator Todd Weiler, Utah Legislature 

Benajmin Wood, The Salt Lake Tribune
Jeff Wright, Better Boundaries

10
22

The Challenge of Incivility
Mark Button, Chair, Political Science Department
Rod Decker, Journalist and Author
Honorable Christine M. Durham, Chief Justice (Ret.), Utah Supreme Court
Pat Jones, CEO, Women’s Leadership Institute; Former State Senator

10
17

Higher Education and the American Dream
Dr. David Buhler, Commissioner of Higher Education, Utah
Dr. Courtney McBeth, Special Assistant to the President, University of Utah
Dr. Dan Reed, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, University of Utah
Dr. Clifton Sanders, Provost for Academic Affairs, SLCC 
Dr. Jason Taylor, Assistant Professor, Educational Leadership and Policy

Lake Powell Pipeline
Zach Frankel, Utah Rivers Council 
Emma Penrod, Independent Author & Journalist
Joshua Palmer, Utah Division of Water Resources
Joel Williams, Utah Division of Water Resources

Skateboarding Diplomacy
Neftali Williams, PhD Candidate, USC

Policing the Police
Jade Arter, Utah Against Police Brutality

Darin Mann, Democratic Socialists of America (DSA)
Trevor Mortimer, Black Lives Matter

Jennifer Napier-Pearce, Editor, The Salt Lake Tribune
David Newlin, Freedom Road Socialist Organization

Nuclear Savage
Documentary Screening & Discussion

Rick Wayman, Deputy Director, 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation

9
17

Second Congressional Debate Live-Stream
Shireen Ghorbani, Planning Design & Construction, University of Utah

Representative Chris Stewart, U.S. Congress

9
24

Ballot Question: Our Schools Now
Nolan Karras, Our Schools Now

Michael Melendez, Libertas Utah 
Benajmin Wood, The Salt Lake Tribune

9
26

Campaign Finance Reform
Robert Gehrke, The Salt Lake Tribune
Virginia Lee, Move to Amend
Nicole Nixon, KUER
Senator Todd Weiler

10
03

Embodying Pride Through Student Activism
Monica Perez, Program Coordinator, Utah Pride Center
Luis Lopez, Westminster student
Bethany Runsten, ELP Grad Student and LGBTRC Grad Assistant

9
17

The First and Fourteenth Amendments
Clifford Rosky, Professor, S.J. Quinney College of Law

9
19

Ballot Initiative: Medical Marijuana
James S. Jardine, Attorney, Ray Quinney & Nebeker 
Lara Jones, RadioActive Executive Producer, KRCL
DJ Schanz, Campaign Director, Utah Patients Coalition

10
01

Reviving Utah’s Rural Economies
Dejan Eskic, Senior Research Analyst, 

Gardner Policy Institute

9
12

What is the Future of the Iran Nuclear Deal?
Rick Wayman, Deputy Director, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation

9
13

Brazil 2018: An Overview
Ambassador Marcia Loureiro, Consul-General of Brazil

9
13

Opioid Truths, Myths, and Breakthroughs
Randy Parker, USDA State Director 
Dr. Jennifer Plumb, Utah Naloxone Director
Scott Reed, Utah Assistant Attorney General
Sean Reyes, Utah Attorney General

MLK: The Power of a Ballot
Donna Deyhle, Professor Emeritus, ECS Department

Edmund Fong, Professor, CSBS; Chair, Ethnic Studies Department.
Representative Sandra Hollins, House District 23

Maria Montes, Program Coordinator, Comunidades Unidas
Franci Taylor, Director American Indian Resource Center

Arab Uprisings: 
Between Regime Breakdown and 

Endurance of Authoritarianism
Shimaa Hatab, Asst Professor, Political 

Science at Cairo University; Visiting 
Fulbright Professor, Stanford University

01
28

The Wicked Problem of Food, 
Water, and Energy

Edward P. Weber, Professor, Political 
Science, Oregon State University

What does the World’s Largest 
Robot Have to Do with Mining 

and Human Progress?
JS Jacques, Rio Tinto CEO

The Future of Nuclear Power in Utah
Peter Bradford, Professor of Law and Energy Policy, 
Vermont Law School; former US Nuclear Regulator 

commissioner, presidents Carter and Reagan

Immigrants and the Economy
Lara Fritts, SLC Director, Economic Dev. Dept 

Alex Guzman, Utah Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
José Vicente Borjón López-Coterilla, Consul of Mexico

Reviving Utah’s Rural Economy
Ginger Chin, GOED

Theresa Foxley, Economic Development Council
Commissioner Shawne Milne, Tooele County 
Nick Tatton, Community Director Price City

Redefining Feminist Political Engagement: 
A Closer Look at Community Organizing Efforts

Edxie Betts, Black Blackfoot Filipina/Trans/Queer 
Liberation Artist & Autonomous Organizer 

Roxanna Curiel, Community Organizer

Legislative Session 2019 Recap
Representative Steve Eliason, Utah State Legislature

Representative Brian King, Minority Leader 
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics

Senator Todd Weiler, Utah State Legislature
Lindsey Whitehust, AP Reporter

Human Rights and Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen
Scott Paul, Humanitarian Policy Leadr Oxfam
Andrea Prasow, Deputy Washington Director, 

Human Rights Watch

Gender Wage Gap: (In)Equality in Utah
Gunseli Berik, Professor, Economics Dept

Nilufer Cagatay, Professor, Economics Dept 
Senator Luz Escamilla, Utah State Legislature

Claudia Geist, PhD Assoc. Professor, 
Gender Studies & Sociology 

Juliette Tennert, Director of Economic & 
Public Policy Research, Gardner Policy Institute

Building a Community 
Around Self-Reliance and Trust

Samira Harnish, Founder & Exec Director, 
Women of the World

Noble Ambitions, Nobel Prize 
Susi Snyder, Don’t Bank on the Bomb, 

Pax in the Netherlands, Partner with ICAN

Genetics and Justice: DNA Identification 
Technologies in Post-Dictatorial Argentina

Alexandra Minna Stern, Professor, University of Michigan

Inequality for All Documentary Screening
Robert B. Reich, Chancellor’s Professor of Public 

Policy, University of California at Berkeley

Looking Forward & Backward
Mallory Bateman, State Data Center 
Coordinator, Gardner Policy Institute

The Power of (YOU)th
Jasmine Fitzsimmons, MSW student fellow, Action Utah 
Andrea Himoff, Founder and Executive Director, Action Utah 

What Does the Inland Port Mean for Utah?
Maura Carabello, President, The Exoro Group
Miles Hansen, President, World Trade Center Utah
Greg Hughes, Fmr Speaker, Utah House of Representatives
Councilman James Rogers, Salt Lake City District 1

Can Utah’s Ski Industry Survive Climate Change?
Leah Lange, University of Utah Ski Team 
Maura Olivos, Alta Environmental Center
Dr. McKenzie Skiles, Geography Department
Jackie Wiles, Alpine Ski Racer and Olympian
Dr. Peter Veals, Atmospheric Science

Inverting the Inversion: Addressing Utah’s Air Quality
Mike Brehm, U. of Utah Occupational & Enviro. Health and Safety
Thom Carter, UCAIR
Kate Whitbeck, U of U Sustainability Office 
Scott Williams,  HEAL Utah 

Income Polarization and Political Outcomes: 
James K. Galbraith, Lloyd M. Bensten Jr. Chair, Government 
Business Relations & Professor of Government, Lyndon B. 
Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas

From Hinckley Intern to DC Insider: 
How to Jump Start your Political Career
Justin Brown, Founder, HillVets Foundation, 
CEO, The Nimitz Group

Sports and Sexual Assault
Brian Burton, Dean of Students 
Jessica Miller, The Salt Lake Tribune
Brian Nicholls, OEO/AA
Robert Payne, General Council University of Utah
Nona Richards, Senior Women’s Administrator for Athletics

Q&A with Dan Pfieffer
Anna Barnes, President of ASUU; Hinckley Intern 
Dan Pfeiffer, Fmr Advisor to President Obama; Cohost, Pod Save America

Banjo: AI for Good
Damien Patton, Founder and CEO of Banjo

Iranian Revolution at 40: 
The Corruption Dilemma
Suzanne Maloney, Brookings Institute 
Jason P. Perry, Director of the Hinckley Institute
Khosrow Semnani, Founder and President, Omid for Iran

Fake News & Alternative Facts
Jennifer Napier Pearce, Editor, 
The Salt Lake Tribune

Universal Basic Income
Steve Bannister, Director & Chair, MIAGE
Rudi Von Arnim, Associate Professor, Economics Dept
Gina Cornia, Executive Director of Utahns Against Hunger
Brad Williams, David Eccles School of Business

Unsheltered Homelessness in Utah
Pamela Atkinson, Community Advocate
Representative Sandra Hollins, Utah Legislature; LCSW
Andrew Johnston, SLC Council Member; VP of Program Ops, Volunteers of America Utah
Rob Wesemann, Executive Director,  Natl Alliance on Mental Illness Utah

Mass Incarceration and Higher Education
Cindy Fierros, Utah Prison Education Project
Representative Sandra Hollins, Utah State Legislature
Lara Jones,  RadioActive Exec Producer; Community Content Mgr
Billy Palmer, Assoc Producer, RadioActive; Dir. Community Engagement
Chuck Williams, SLCC Prison Education Alumni Coordinator

10
02

Making the American Dream a Reality
Lt. Governor Spencer Cox

Bill Crim, President/CEO, United Way of Salt Lake
Senator Luz Escamilla

Claudia Geist, PhD, Assoc. Professor, Sociology and Gender Studies
Natalie Gochnour, Assoc Dean and Director, Gardner Policy Institute

11
19

What is Europe’s Future?
John Francis, Research Professor, Political Science Department 
Tobias Hoffman, Assistant Professor, Political Science Department
Kasen Scharmann, Hinckley Forum Host; Moderator
Brent Steele, Professor, Grad. Studies Director, Political Science Department

11
28

A Conversation with Bassem Youssef
Doug Fabrizio, Host/Executive Producer, RadioWest, KUER 

Bassem Youssef, Comedian, Political Satirist, Author, and Producer

01
14

Syria: The Impact of US Withdrawal 
Matthew Brodsky, Senior Fellow of the Security Studies Group

01
22

The Future of Title IX
Rick Green, Professor, Political Science Department
Sherrie Hayashi, Director, Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action 
Lori McDonald, Dean of Students, University of Utah

01
14

The State of the Environment: 2019 Legislative Priorities
Carly Ferro, Associate Organizing Rep, Sierra Club Utah Chapter

Zach Frankel from Utah Rivers Council
Jayla Lundstrom, University Water Warriors

Noah Miterko, Grassroots Organizer from HEAL Utah

01
16

The Role of a U.S. Attorney 
Larry Leigh, Fmr. Asst U.S. Attorney; Parsons Behle & Latimer

The Horrors of Nuclear Distruction
Toshiharu Kano, Hiroshima Survivor & Author12

03

12
04

Targeted and Optimized Voter Contact
David Seawright, Dir of Analytics and 

Product Innovation, Deep Root Analytics

Which Way Was the Wave?
Steve Grand, President, Wilson Grand Communications12

04

12
06

Salt Lake Olympic Games: Past and Future
Natalie Gochnour, Assoc. Dean, Eccles School of Business; Dir., Gardner Policy Institute

Colin Hilton, President & CEO, Utah Olympic Legacy Foundation
Tom Kelly, Fmr. Vice President of Communications, U.S. Ski and Snowboard 

Samantha Thorne, Hinckley Forum Host; Moderator

What is Happening to the American Dream?
Dean Cindy Berg, Dean, College of Social & Behavioral Science
Wade Cole, Associate Professor, Sociology Department
Tom Maloney, Professor, Economics Department
Danielle R. Olden, Assistant Professor, History Department
Pam Perlich, Director of Demographic Research, Gardner Policy Institute
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Leaders 
Visionaries
Some of the great minds that visited the 
Hinckley Institute throughout the past year.

&
HON. CHRISTINE DURHAM
Chief Justice (ret.) Utah Supreme Court 

JACQUELINE WILES
USA Olympic Ski Team

REP. BRIAN KING
Utah House of Representatives

DAN PFEIFFER
Pod Save America Co-Host and 
former Senior Advisor to President Obama

SAMIRA HARNISH
Executive Director and Founder,
Women of the World

REP. SANDRA HOLLINS
Utah House of Representatives

DAVID BECKER
Chief Information Officer,
Utah National Guard

REP. STEVE ELIASON
Utah House of Representatives

SIM GILL
District Attorney Salt Lake County

ALEX GUZMAN
President and CEO, 
Utah Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

JENNIFER NAPIER-PEARCE
Editor, The Salt Lake Tribune

JAMES K. GALBRAITH
Economist & Professor, 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affiars

AMBASSADOR MARCIA LOUREIRO
Consul General, Brazilian Embassy in Los Angeles

SHIMAA HATAB
Cairo University & Fulbright 
Professor, Stanford University

BASSEM YOUSSEF
Comedian, Writer, Producer, Critic, and Satirist
Former Surgeon and Former Host of El-Bernameg

RICK WAYMAN
Director of Operations, 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation

MALLORY BATEMAN
State Data Center Coordinator & Research Analyst,
Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

SENATOR LUZ ESCAMILLA
Utah State Senate

SPENCER COX
Utah Lieutenant Governor

NEFTALIE WILLIAMS
Skateboard Diplomacy Lecturer

SUSI SNYDER
Nobel Laureate; Managing Director, Don’t Bank on the Bomb

SUZANNE MALONEY
Deputy Director, Foreign Policy; Senior Fellow, Center for Middle East 
Policy & Energy Security & Climate Initiative, Brookings Institute

SHAHLA TALEBI
Assoc. Professor, Philosophical, 
Historical, & Religious Studies, ASU

SCOTT PAUL
Humanitarian Policy Lead, Oxfam

MATTHEW BRODSKY
Senior Fellow, Security Studies Group; 
Middle East & Geopolitical Analyst

SENATOR TODD WEILER
Utah State Senate

JS JACQUES
CEO, Rio Tinto
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MIDTERMS: 
The 2018 Midterm Election featured competitive races nationwide, and Utah’s were no 

exception. In addition to congressional and legislative elections, Utah’s midterms featured an un-
precedented number of citizen-lead ballot measures. These were created to address education 
funding, medical marijuana, Medicaid expansion, and redistricting. 

The Hinckley Institute worked with campus and community partners to help the University 
of Utah get registered, educated, and mobilized for the midterm election. Voter registration 
drives were organized in partnership with ASUU and the Andrew Goodman Foundation (AGF) 
Student Ambassadors. The Hinckley Institute also hosted debate and election watch parties, 
initiative forums, and secured a voting center at the Marriott Library on the university’s campus.
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BALLOT READY 
2018

 WATCH PARTIES:
The Hinckley Institute hosted debate watch par-

ties leading up to the elections. The debates were held 
throughout the state, so our watch parties attracted 
students from across campus as well as members from 
the wider Salt Lake community. To wrap up the 2018 
midterms, the Hinckley Institute hosted an election night 
watch party. The event was funded by a grant from the 
MTV youth voting program and Civic Nation. It featured 
an election-prediction contest, a straw poll, competition 
prizes, an election-themed photobooth, and plenty of 
food. This provided many students with an opportunity to 
celebrate the political process and witness local as well as 
national coverage from various news sources broadcast on 
multiple screens as results were predicted and eventually 
tallied. The event brought over 70 students from across 
campus as well as various friends of the Hinckley and 
community members.

FORUMS: 
With a record-breaking number of citizen initiatives, 

the Hinckley Institute felt it was important to engage stu-
dents and the public on these topics. These were executed 
as moderated discussions in which multiple sides and 
perspectives on the initiatives were explored. Each forum 
featured a policy expert in support of the change as well 
as one opposed, creating dynamic and engaging debates 
on education funding, medical marijuana, Medicaid ex-
pansion, and redistricting. They examined the need for the 
initiative, what current policies they would change, and 
the possible outcomes of such a policy change. Several of 
the forums were in partnership with the Bennion Center 
and Alliance for a Better Utah.

REGISTRATION AND VOTING BOOTH:
The midterm elections of 2018 were an exciting time 

to help the campus community gear up to participate. 
The Hinckley Institute with AGF Ambassadors organized 
various efforts around campus to promote voter registra-
tion. These included hosting a weekly table at the Tanner 
Plaza, during which information on voting and registration 
was available for all. They also hosted these information 
sessions and presentations to the departments of social 
work, business, and athletics in order to help engage 
more students. These efforts resulted in over 300 stu-
dents registering to vote.

With the combined work of the Hinckley Institute, 
ASUU, and AGF, the Salt Lake County Clerk’s office helped 
to secure a polling location at the Marriott Library. This 
was the most used polling location in Salt Lake County, 
where approximately 2,000 ballots were cast and 800 
mail-in ballots were delivered. The entire voting process 
was made more exciting and interactive for students with 
a photobooth complete with patriotic props and cos-
tumes run by the Hinckley Institute staff. The photos were 
shared out in celebration of civic engagement. 

With the success of the Marriott Library polling loca-
tion, the Hinckley Institute hopes to establish a permanent 
voting center on campus in the near future.
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American Dream Challenge 
Asia Center
Associated Students of the University of Utah (ASUU) 
Barbara and Norman Tanner Center for Human Rights
Center for Latin American Studies
College of Social and Behavioral Science
Dean of Students
Economics Department
Gardner Policy Institute
International and Area Studies
Middle East Studies
Office of Equal Opportunity
Office of Sustainability
Political Science Department
Students Against Mass Incarceration (SAMI)
Utah Prison Education Project (UPEP)
Utah Presents
Veterans Support Center
Women’s Resource Center
Women’s Enrollment Initiative

Alliance for a Better Utah
The Attorney General’s Office
The Nonproliferation Policy Education Center
Omid for Iran
Pamela Atkinson Homeless Trust
Semnani Family Foundation
Salt Lake Committee on Foreign Relations
Utah Coalition Against Nuclear Weapons
Utah Council for Citizen Diplomacy
Utah Citizen’s Council
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Forum Partnerships
As Hinckley forums seek to engage the larger community, this 
year’s programming prioritized partnerships. As we collaborated 
on forums with various campus groups and organizations in the 
wider community, we were also proud to give students a platform 
to organize their own forums on topics they felt were especially 
precient. This year’s forum series would not have been possible 
without the help of our 30-plus campus and community partners. 

 HINCKLEY
 INSTITUTE

RADIO 
HOUR Listen on the radio:

KCPW 88.3 FM Wed 10AM & Sat 9AM

Download the podcast:

Hinckley Institute Radio Hour - KCPW

Watch archives online at:

Hinckley.utah.edu/forums

In 2018-2019, Christian Quinonez-Camargo ensured our forums were 
broadcast, filmed, and made available as podcast downloads.
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Community 
Partnerships

The mission of the Andrew Goodman Foundation is to inspire 

and empower young people to fully participate in the democratic 

process. At the University of Utah, AGF student ambassadors work 

with our Administrative Program Coordinator Kyle Tucker to promote 

voter participation. As one of only three universities in the PAC-12 to 

participate in the Vote Everywhere Project, the University of Utah 

and Hinckley Institute are leading the effort to increase political 

engagement. As a result, the University has again been designated a 

“Voter Friendly Campus” by the Campus Vote Project for 2019.
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The Huntsman Seminar in Constitutional Government for Teachers 

is sponsored by the Jon and Karen Huntsman Foundation and 

aims to improve the quality of civic education in Utah schools. The 

seminar is produced by Managing Director of Community Outreach 

Molly Wheeler and is a unique opportunity for teachers to gain an 

in-depth understanding of political issues while earning graduate 

credit. In 2018, 34 teachers attended the seminar which focused 

on topics including midterm elections, the two-party system, the 

intersection of education and judicial systems, and school safety. 
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As an extension of the Hinckley Institute’s mission, our Outreach 

Coordinator Miranda Best regularly presents to junior high and 

high school students to educate them on the importance of civic 

engagement. The programming teaches students about the 

American electorate and the ways that younger voices can have 

an impact and engage. The goal is to convey that it is never too 

early to start learning and caring about political engagement. 

These presentations are facilitated with the help of the University 

of Utah’s Office of Engagement. 
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The Hinckley Institute is proud to continue its partnership with 

Real Women Run (RWR), a non-partisan effort to empower 

women to participate more fully in public life and leadership. 

RWR holds events and trainings across Utah to teach women 

how to launch successful campaigns and engage in the political 

process. Morgan Lyon Cotti, Hinckley Institute Associate Director, 

helps with planning,  moderates panels, and instructs on political 

engagement.   The group’s efforts helped contribute to the record 

number of women elected in the 2018’s midterm election.
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The Utah Debate Commission (UDC) was established in 2013 to 

sponsor and organize debates for statewide and congressional 

elections. The UDC is a collaboration of the major newspapers, 

media affiliates, colleges and universities, and other community 

leaders. In 2018, the UDC held three primary debates and five 

general election debates throughout the state. Hinckley Institute 

Associate Director Morgan Lyon Cotti serves on the board of 

the UDC and helps establish debate policy and organization of 

debates in the state.
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The Utah Education Debate Coalition (UEDC) was established 

in 2016 to organize and hold debates for State School Board 

elections.  The 15 school board members each represent large 

portions of the state and make important policy decisions 

about public education that affect students and families.  While 

the nature of these positions is crucial, their elections are often 

underreported. This prompted the UEDC to organize primary and 

general election debates in 2016 and 2018 to make it easier for 

voters to become informed and engaged.
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