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Having 20/20 vision means your eyesight is 
sharp and you can see at a distance clearly. The 
academic year started with great anticipation 
as the Hinckley Institute of Politics was starting 
to see the results of our vision for 2020. A 
record number of students engaged in our 
classes, forums, and internship programs. Our 
team successfully hosted the 31st Huntsman 
Seminar in Constitutional Government for 
Teachers, engaged with hundreds of youth in 
the Define Your Path program to encourage civic 
participation, and empowered women to run for 
office through the Real Women Run initiative. We 
produced 35 weekly episodes of The Hinckley 
Report and began preparing campus to host the 
nation’s only vice-presidential debate. 

As we entered 2020 and commemorated the 
55th anniversary of Hinckley Institute of Politics, 
our resiliency as an institution and as individuals 

“No matter where one stands 
on the political spectrum, 
our world continues to need 
good solutions, sound policy, 
and talented individuals to 
take up the cause.”

Director’s
Message

faced its most challenging test in recent memory 
and we had to sharpen our focus and make 
adjustments. 

I was with our legislative interns on Capitol Hill as 
we learned about the measures the state would 
be taking to stem the spread of coronavirus. 
The typical exciting conclusion of the 45-day 
legislative session in March was instead met with 
uncertainty and anxiety. 

As COVID-19 rapidly spread around the world, 
our Hinckley students and programs adjusted. 
Our students felt disheartened when they 
had to return home from once-in-a-lifetime 
internships, but they swiftly adapted, switching 
to remote work and online learning. They met 
these rapid changes and unforeseen challenges 
with determination and professionalism. As 
our students adapted, we did too, making the 
Hinckley and its programs more accessible than 
ever before. 

I am particularly proud of the rapid overhaul 
our staff did to host the 6th annual HIPtalks 
competition, a 2-minute speech contest which 
awards $10,000 in scholarships. Weeks before 
the competition was scheduled to occur, we 
transitioned to holding the event entirely online. 
In the face of all the uncertainty in the world, it 
was inspiring to hear the passionate voices of 
the students on our campus. Our students are 
resilient and strong.

We take seriously Robert H. Hinckley’s goal to 
“teach students respect for practical politics 
and the principle of citizen involvement in 
government.” Though it has been 55 years since 
its inception, the original mission and values of 
the Hinckley Institute remain just as relevant. 
No matter where one stands on the political 
spectrum, our world continues to need good 
solutions, sound policy, and talented individuals 
to take up the cause. The education our students 
receive at the Hinckley gives them the tools they 
need to be engaged citizens. 

I can think of no better way to honor the Hinckley 
Institute’s 55th anniversary than to recognize 
the vision of the incredible students, alumni, and 
team that have helped create the Institute and 
those who strive to ensure its future success.

Jason P. Perry
Hinckley Institute Director
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L O C A L
MANAGING DIRECTOR MORGAN LYON COTTI, PHD:

"The local internship program continues to expand and provide students with professional experiences in a range of govern-
ment offices, nonprofits, and businesses across the Wasatch Front. As this program has grown, so has its alumni base. One 
of the most gratifying things that happens at the Hinckley Institute is when former interns contact us because they need to 
hire an intern and the Hinckley Institute was the first place they called. Hinckley alumni serve as wonderful mentors for our 
students because they know how transformative a substantive internship can be. Moving forward, we are excited to continue 
to expand our host offices and internship offerings so that anyone from an incoming freshman to an experienced graduate 
student can find an internship that will set them on the path to a successful career."
Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/local

G L O B A L
MANAGING DIRECTOR JEAN OH, M.ED.:

"Flexibility is an essential quality in a global intern navigating professional expectations in a foreign context. This past year, 
and particularly this spring, tested the flexibility of our global interns as well as their host offices, as they worked through the 
challenges of COVID-19 that hit the world early in 2020. Unsurprisingly, yet nevertheless remarkably, global interns and their 
host offices rose to meet the challenges with flexibility, a calm demeanor and a consistently helpful attitude to make things 
as easy as possible for others. The Hinckley Institute’s 55 year history of promoting experiential learning through deeply en-
gaged civic service in communities both near and far has cultivated an ethos of more than 'rolling with the punches.' It’s an 
overall mentality and commitment to find creative ways to serve, even, or especially, in the face of a global pandemic. To that 
end, global interns are finding ways to remain globally active, remotely and safely until global travel is once again welcome 
across all borders."
Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/global

L E G I S L A T I V E
MANAGING DIRECTOR MORGAN LYON COTTI, PHD:

"For more than 50 years, the Hinckley Institute has sent some of the brightest students to work as full-time, paid interns for 
members of the Utah State Legislature. In 2020, the Hinckley Institute placed 29 students with legislators, lobbyists, advo-
cacy groups, and other elected officials. These students saw firsthand how elected officials and policy makers had to make 
quick and decisive action as the public health and economic crises caused by the Coronavirus pandemic developed during the 
legislative session. Legislative interns from all universities and colleges were prepared to assist their legislators through this 
historic session because they were trained together in a consortium course that is co-led by the Hinckley Institute." 
Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/legislative

N A T I O N A L
MANAGING DIRECTOR GINA SHIPLEY, MPA:

"The Hinckley Institute has one of the nation’s longest standing, Washington, DC internship programs – dating back to 1965. 
Each semester the Hinckley Institute provides 30 students of all majors internships in a variety of government institutions, 
public advocacy groups, and media and consulting firms. This flagship program provides students internship scholarships to 
cover expenses and subsidized housing in central Washington, DC apartments. The success of this program is made evident 
by the growing number of Hinckley alumni living and working in the DC area. More often than not, these alumni have accept-
ed job opportunities that were a direct result of their Hinckley internships. The annual DC alumni event is a highlight, as we 
reconnect with past interns. We see the impact their internships had on their lives and hear about recent accomplishments. In 
the future, we anticipate the national internship program growing to the capacity to house and provide substantive full-time 
internships to 40 students per semester."  
Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/national

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL

REFLECTIONS ON THIS YEAR'S INTERN PROGRAMS

INTERNSHIP
PROGRAMS

Jean Oh, Gina Shipley, Morgan Lyon Cotti
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Trade Wars and Tariffs: U.S. Economic 
Policy in a Global Economy
Cole Capener, Independent Director, BMW-
Brilliance Automotive Inc, Shenyang, China; 
professor Tsingua University (fmr)
Natalie Gochnour, Director, Gardner Policy Institute
Miles Hansen, President & CEO, 
World Trade Center Utah
Rudi Von Arnim, Associate Professor, 
Economics

09
30

Japan Relations: Japan’s 
Commitment to Global 
Security and Economy
Ambassador Midori Takeuchi, 
Consul General of Japan in Denver

10
14

Preparing for Disaster
John Flynt, Emergency Preparedness 
Coordinator, Salt Lake City
Jeff Graviet, Director, University of 
Utah Emergency Management
Clint Mecham, Emergency Manager, 
Salt Lake County
Janna Wilkinson, Recovery and 
Mitigation Planner, Utah Division of 
Emergency Management

10
16

Adventure & Activism
Caroline Gleich, Professional 
Ski Mountaineer and 
Environmental Activist

09
09

Social Impact Investing
Bobby Turner, CEO, Turner 
Impact Capital

09
13

09
16

Priced Out: Affordable 
Housing in Utah
Salt Lake City Mayor Jackie Biskupski
Clark Ivory, CEO, Ivory Homes
Jennifer Napier-Pearce, Editor,  
The Salt Lake Tribune
Chris Parker, Director, GIV Group
James Wood, Ivory-Boyer Senior 
Fellow, Gardner Policy Institute

09
26

Beholden: The Politics and 
Potential of Debt
Kennan Ferguson, University  
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Kouslaa T Kessler-Mata, University 
of San Francisco
M. Shadee Malaklou, Beloit College

09
17

We the People: U.S. 
Constitution Day
Justice John Pearce, Utah 
Supreme Court
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley 
Institute 
Justice Paige Petersen, Utah 
Supreme Court

09
18

Where Are the Workers? 
Examining U.S Labor Shortage
Ben Hart, Deputy Director, Governor's 
Office for Economic Development
Mark Knold, Chief Economist, Utah Dept. 
of Workforce Services
Matt Hilburn, Vice President of Research, 
Economic Development Corp.of Utah
Peter Philips, Professor & Labor 
Economist, Economics Dept.

A Conversation with 
Ambassador Ruben Caro 
Ambassador Rubin Caro, Consul 
General of Argentina in Los Angeles

09
26

Climate Impacts on Minoritized 
Communities
Sara Grineski, Professor, Sociology; 
Environmental and Sustainability Studies
Jenny Huynh, Sustainability Ambassador 
Olivia Juarez, Community Organizer,  
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
Daniel Mendoza, Assistant Professor, 
Atmospheric Sciences; Pulmonary Fellow, 
School of Medicine
Rebecca Chavez-Houck, Utah Representative (fmr)

09
25

From Child Soldier to 
Peace Activist
Emmanuel Jal, South Sudanese-
Canadian musical artist, actor, 
political activist, and former 
child soldier

09
24

Campus-Community Dialogue: 
Protest
Lieutenant John Beener, SLC Police Department
Edmund Fong, Professor, Political Science; 
Director, Ethnic Studies
Josh Kanter, Founder & Board President, 
Alliance for a Better Utah
Jennifer Napier-Pearce, Editor, The  
Salt Lake Tribune
Deeda Seed, Senior Campaign Manager,  
Center for Biological Diversity

10
24

Pride Week:  
Mayor Town Hall
Kathryn Bond Stockton, Distinguished 
Professor of English, Dean of the School 
for Cultural and Social Transformation 
Cody Carlos, University of Utah Student
Senator Luz Escamilla, Utah Legislature
Erin Mendenhall, Salt Lake City Council
Jae Miner, University of Utah Student
 

10
28

Funding Our Future: Utah 
Education
Steve Hirase, Education 
Commissioner, Utah PTA
Senator Lyle Hillyard, Utah Legislature
Heidi Matthews, President, Utah 
Education Association
Tami Pyfer, Education Advisor, Utah 
Governor's Office
Deanie Wimmer, Anchor, KSL News

10
28

Civil Talk: Messaging to Sway 
Minds and Votes
Reed Galen, Political Consultant; Owner, 
Summit Strategic Communications
Natalie Gochnour, Director, Gardner 
Policy Institute
Maura Carabello, President & Owner,  
The Exoro Group
Andrea Himoff, Director, Action Utah

11
04

Power to the People:  
U.S. Voting Rights
Michael Dichio, Assistant 
Professor, Political Science
Edmund Fong, Professor, Political 
Science; Director, Ethnic Studies
Jennifer Robinson, Associate 
Director, Gardner Policy Institute
Niki Venugopal, Voting Rights 
Coordinator, ACLU Utah

10
30

$7.25 – Examining the 
Minimum Wage
Representative Brian King, Utah Legislature 
Mark Knold, Chief Economist, Utah 
Department of Workforce Services
Marshall Steinbaum, Assistant Professor, 
Economics
Juliette Tennert, Director of Economic  
and Public Policy Research,  
Gardner Policy Institute

10
31

Safer Skies: The Moral 
Obligations of Flight Aviation
Michael Huerta, FAA Administrator (fmr); 
Board of Directors, Delta Airlines
Pat Veillette, PhD, Cap't (Ret),  
Adjunct Professor of Aviation, Utah  
Valley University
James Woody, Project Admin (fmr), 
Boeing; Director of Innovation, TEAML1NK

09
05

Civil Talk: Practicing Civility  
for Political Conversations
Samantha Ball, PhD, Research Associate, 
Gardner Policy Institute
Rebecca Chavez-Houck, Utah Representative (fmr)
Andrea Himoff, Exec. Director, Action Utah 
Shannon McGregor, Assistant  
Professor, Communications
Derek Monson, Vice President of Policy, 
Sutherland Institute

10
02

65 Years: UT Poison Control Center
Barbara Crouch, PharmD, MSPH, Executive 
Director, Utah Poison Control Center
Dr. Angela Dunn, State Epidemiologist
Rep. Steve Eliason, Utah Legislature
Dr. Michael Moss, Medical Director, Utah  
Poison Control Center
Jennifer Napier-Pearce, Editor, The Salt Lake Tribune
Dr. Anthony R. Temple, Director (fmr), Utah 
Poison Control Center
Senator Evan Vickers, Utah Legislature

10
21

Hacking Democracy:  
U.S. Election Security
Amelia P. Gardner, Utah County Clerk
Ricky Hatch, Weber County Clerk
Justin Lee, Director of Elections,  
State of Utah
Spencer Stokes, President, Stokes 
Strategies
Sherrie Swensen, Salt Lake County Clerk

10
23

Iran: Back to the  
Axis of Evil
Barbara Slavin, Director of 
the Future of Iran Initiative 
at the Atlantic Council

10
24

09
03

How Far Is Too Far?  
The Ethics of Gene Editing
Jeff Botkin, Professor, Pediatrics  
& Human Genetics
Dana Carroll, Distinguished Professor,  
Biochemistry
Sophia DiCaro, The Cynosure Group; Board 
member, Primary Children’s Hospital
Anthea Letsou, Professor, Human Genetics

09
04

If You Build It, They Will 
Come: Creating an Ethical 
Culture in Business
Bill Child, Chair, R.C. Willey  
Home Furnishings

American Factory: Documentary 
Screening and Panel Discussion
Tom Maloney, Professor, Economics
Yunwen Su, Assistant Professor, World 
Languages and Cultures
Yanqi Tong, Professor, Political Science

Utah Tax Reform: 
Dancing in the Dark
Sheryl Allen, Utah Representative (fmr)
Don Jarvis, Provo Sustainability Advisor

All In and Far Flung:  
A Diplomat Family in the 
Foreign Service
Elizabeth Slater, Information Technology 
Manager, U.S. Department of State
Charles Slater, Foreign Service Officer, 
U.S. Department of State (fmr)

11
04

11
11

11
12

Envision the Commission: 
Understanding Redistricting
Peter Yao, Independent Redistricting 
Commissioner for California
Stan Forbes, Independent Redistricting 
Commissioner for California

Understanding Venezuela’s 
Political and Humanitarian Crisis
Claudio Holzner, Professor, Political 
Science; Director, Center for Latin 
American studies
Laura Gamboa-Gutierrez, Political Science 
Department, USU

Military Working Dogs: 
Man’s Best Friend
Jim and Linda Crismer, retired 
military working dogs owners
Gary Webster, District Director, 
Congressman Chris Stewart
TSgt. Nichotlas Wiggin, Kennel 
Master, Hill Air Force Base

11
13

11
14

11
19

Becoming a Global Citizen
Samira Harnish, Founder & President, 
Women of the World
Kim Korinek, Director, Asia Center
Senator Keith Grover, Utah Legislature

The End of Recycling? Life After 
National Sword
Ayrel Clark-Proffitt, Engagement Manager, 
University of Utah Sustainability
Jennifer Farrell, Salt Lake City Waste and 
Recycling Division
Joshua James, University of Utah 
Recycling Manager
Beau Peck, Director of Sales & Marketing, 
Pro Recycling Group

Polarization & Incivility  
in American Politics
Nicholas Lovrich, School of Politics, Philosophy 
and Public Affairs, Washington State University
Francis Benjamin, Dept of Psychology,  
Washington State University
Christopher Simon, Professor, Political Science
Frank Pignanelli, Partner, Foxley and Pignanelli
Jennifer Seelig, Director of Community 
Empowerment, SLC Mayor's Office

11
20

11
21

11
25

Civil Talk: How to Make an Impact
Emily Ellsworth Coleman, fmr 
Congressional Staffer
Shireen Ghorbani, Salt Lake County Council
Carol Lear, USBE
Andrea Himoff, Director, Action Utah
Kilo Zamora, Instructor, Gender Studies

12/5: A Conversation 
with Jon Huntsman: 
Utah and the World
Former Governor Jon Huntsman
Anna Marie Barnes, Student 
Body President

Overcoming Fake News: Media 
Literacy in the New Age of Politics
Shannon McGregor, Assistant Professor, 
Communication
Nicole Nixon, Reporter, KUER
Michelle Quist, Columnist, The Salt Lake 
Tribune 
Jennifer Napier-Pearce, Editor, The Salt 
Lake Tribune

12
02

12
05

01
13

Saving the Ocean's Wildlife with 
a Sustainable Food Campaign
Danny Quintana, President and Founder, 
Global High Seas Marine Preserve

Impeachment
Robert Adler, Distinguished Professor,  
S.J. Quinney College of Law
Jim Curry, Professor, Political Science
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute
Jeremy Pope, Professor, BYU Political 
Science Department

The Politics of Activism
Dr. Darius Bost, Assistant Professor, Ethnic 
Studies
Rosine Nibishaka, East High School Black 
Student Union
Lex Scott, Black Lives Matter Utah
Olivia Winston, East High School Black 
Student Union
Teshia G. Koffi, Chair, Black Faculty & Staff 
Association

01
15

01
21

01
22

Indigenous Urbanism and 
Climate Justice in India
Dr. Shalini Sharma, Fulbright Fellow at 
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School, 
Associate Professor at ISSER Pune, 
Trustee of the Remember Bhopal Museum

Fairness for All: A Better  
Way Forward
Tyler Deaton, Senior Advisor,  
American Unity Fund
Celeste Maloy, Counsel, 
Congressman Chris Stewart

Understanding Ideology:  
What Is Neoliberalism?
Dean Baker, Senior Economist, Center  
for Economic and Policy Research
Günseli Berik, Professor, Economics
Claudio Holzner, Professor, Political Science
Rudi Von Arnim, Professor, Economics

01
27

01
27

01
29

The Social Impact 
Revolution: Promoting 
Water Access and Ethical 
Manufacturing for a 
Better World
Georgie Badiel, CEO & Founder, 
Georgie Badiel Foundation
Chid Liberty, (Co)founder & CEO, 
Liberty & Justice

Local Journalism in Crisis  
& The Salt Lake Tribune's  
New Way Forward
Jennifer Napier-Pearce, Editor, The Salt 
Lake Tribune
Fraser Nelson, Vice President of Business 
Innovation, The Salt Lake Tribune
Jack Jowers, Intern, The Salt Lake Tribune

Air Quality and  
Active Citizenship
Piper Christian, Student Ambassador 
Logan E. Mitchell, PhD, Professor, 
Department of Atmospheric Sciences
Jonny Vasic, Executive Director, Utah 
Physicians for a Healthy Environment
Scott Williams, Executive Director, 
HEAL Utah

02
06

02
10

02
11

Meet the Presidential 
Candidate: 
Congresswoman Tulsi 
Gabbard
Hawaii Congresswoman
Tulsi Gabbard

Salt Lake City’s  
Housing Solutions
Lani Eggersten-Goff, Director, SLC Housing 
and Neighborhood Development
Dejan Eskic, Senior Research Analyst, 
Gardner Policy Institute
Tammy Hunsaker, Senior Project Manager, 
Redevelopment Agency of SLC
Angela Price, Project & Policy Manager, SLC 
Housing and Neighborhood Development

Infinite 
Possibilities:  
A Vision for the 
2020s in Utah
Lieutenant Governor 
Spencer Cox

02
19

02
20

02
21

Crazy Rich Asia: 
Billionaires, Corruption, 
and Inequality in India, 
China, and Beyond
James Crabtree, Author, 
Associate Professor of Practice 
at the Lee Kuan Yew School of 
Public Policy

Race & the U.S. Census: 1790 
through 2020
Edmund Fong, Professor, Political Science; 
Director, Ethnic Studies
Alexander Hyres, Assistant Professor, 
Education, Culture, & Society
Hailey Leek, Census Coordinator, SLC 
Danielle Olden, Assistant Professor, History
Pam Perlich, Director of Demographic 
Research, Gardner Policy Institute

Indigenous Women’s Activism in 
Global Perspective
Dr. Hōkūlani K. Aikau (Kānaka Ōiwi), 
Associate Professor, School for Cultural 
and Social Transformation
Carolina Bloem, Assistant Professor, Latin 
American Studies and Spanish, SLCC

02
26

02
26

03
02

Super Tuesday  
Watch Party
Jim Curry, Associate Professor, 
Political Science Department
Morgan Lyon Cotti, Associate 
Director, Hinckley Institute
Matthew Patterson, Executive 
Director, Utah Democratic Party
Brent Steele, Professor & Chair, 
Political Science Department

Balancing Utah’s Environment & 
Economy
Marisa Egbert, Bear River Project Manager, 
Utah Division of Water Resources
Zach Frankel, Director, Utah Rivers Council
Gabriel Lozada, Associate Professor, 
Economics 
Bart Forsyth, General Manager, Jordan Valley 
Water Conservation District
Jack Markman, Student Ambassador, Economics

Humanity, Not
Ardeshir Babaknia, Health Sciences 
Professor, Chapman University

03
03

03
04

03
05

T H I S  Y E A R ’ S
FORU MS
Hinckley forums seek to expose the university community to important 
ideas and perspectives from academics, policy makers, diplomats, 
politicians, public servants, writers, and observers on local, national, and 
international affairs. Despite COVID-19 cutting our forum series short, 
the Hinckley Institute produced 58 forums focusing on topics from 
environmental activism and media literacy to Iranian politics and the 
ethics of gene editing. Our dedication to producing politically, socially, 
and economically relevant forums fosters critical public discourse and 
civil debate on the most current and pressing issues of our time.
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BILL CHILD
Chair, R.C. Willey Home Furnishing

CAROLINE GLEICH
Professional Ski Mountaineer and 

Environmental Activist

JUSTICE JOHN PEARCE
Utah Supreme Court

REBECCA CHAVEZ-HOUCK
Fmr. Utah State Representative

AMBASSADOR MIDORI TAKEUCHI
Consulate-General Japan, Denver

AMBASSADOR RUBEN CARO
Consulate-General Argentina, Los Angeles

STEVE ELIASON
Utah State Legislature

DR. ANGELA DUNN
State Epidemiologist

BOBBY TURNER
Principal and Chief Executive Officer, 

Turner Impact Capital

EMMANUEL JAL
 South Sudanese-Canadian Artist, Political 

Activist, and Former Child Solider

DR. ARDESHIR BABAKNIA
Holocaust Rememberance Scholar

BARBARA SLAVIN 
Foreign Policy Expert and Director of Future 

of Iran Initiative, The Atlantic Council

Some of the great minds that visited the 
Hinckley Institute throughout the past year.

Leaders 
Visionaries&

SHERRIE SWENSEN
Salt Lake County Clerk

TROY WILLIAMS
Executive Director, Equality Utah

JENNIFER NAPIER-PEARCE
Editor, The Salt Lake Tribune

DR. SHALINI SHARMA
Fulbright Fellow, Princeton University

CLARK IVORY
CEO, Ivory Homes

CHID LIBERTY
CEO & Cofounder, Liberty & Justice

CONGRESSWOMAN TULSI GABBARD 
United States House of Representatives

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR SPENCER COX 
State of Utah

MAYOR ERIN MENDENHALL
Salt Lake City

JON HUNTSMAN JR.
Fmr. Ambassador and Fmr. Utah Governor 

GEORGIE BADIEL
CEO & Founder, Georgie Badiel Foundation

TSgt. NICHOLAS WIGGIN
Kennel Master, Hill Air Force Base

LUZ ESCAMILLA
Utah State Legislature

JUSTICE PAIGE PETERSEN
Utah Supreme Court
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Alumni Association
Andrew Goodman Foundation
Asia Center
Associated Students of the University of Utah (ASUU) 
Barbara and Norman Tanner Center for Human Rights
Center for Latin American Studies
College of Social and Behavioral Science
The Daniels Fund Ethics Initiative
David Eccles School of Business
Economics Department
Gardner Policy Institute
International and Area Studies 
LGBT Resource Center
Middle East Studies
MLK Week
Office for Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion
Office for Equal Opportunity
Office for Global Engagement
Office of Sustainability 
Political Science Department
Pride Week
Sorenson Impact Center
Tanner Humanities Center
University of Utah Fulbright Chapter
Utah Poison Control Center
Veterans Support Center
Women’s Week

Action Utah
Better Days 2020
The Global High Seas Marine Preserve
Salt Lake City Complete Count Committee
Salt Lake Committee on Foreign Relations
Semnani Family Foundation
Utah Citizens’ Counsel
Utah Coalition Against Nuclear Weapons
Utah Council for Citizen Diplomacy
Utah Fulbright Chapter

As Hinckley forums continue to engage the broader 
university community, much of our programming’s 
success relies upon meaningful partnerships. This year, 
we collaborated on forums with a broad array of campus 
entities and community organizations to expand the 
scope and depth of our forums. We are immensely 
grateful to our partners and look forward to creating 
more compelling forums in the future. 

H INCKLEY
INSTITUTE

RADIO
HOUR Listen on the radio:

KCPW 88.3 FM Wed 10AM & Sat 9AM

Download the podcast:

Hinckley Institute Radio Hour - KCPW

Watch archives online at:

Hinckley.utah.edu/forums

In 2019-2020, KCPW Producer and Host Anthony Scoma ensured our 
forums were broadcasted, filmed, and made available as podcasts.

FORUM
PARTNERSHIPS

CAMPUS

COMMUNITY
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In partnership with the Office 
of Engagement and the Office 
of Continuing Education and 
Community Engagement, 
the Hinckley Institute is 
dedicated to teaching youth 
about the importance of civic 
engagement as part of the 
Define Your Path program 
and the PATHS program, 
respectively. These initiatives 
bring students from schools 
around the Salt Lake Valley 
for university programming 
on campus to get a glimpse of 
what college is like. Outreach 
Coordinator Miranda Best, 
creates  these presentations 
and trains the Hinckley 
Student Ambassadors to 
facilitate discussions. These 
presentations empower 
young students to become 
knowledgeable about current 
issues and civically engaged. 
The program aspires to teach 
them that no matter their 
age, economic background, 
or documentation status, 
they can create change in 
their communities. Despite 
the 2019-2020 academic 
year being cut short, we 
were still able to work with 
over 120 young students.

PATHS

The Huntsman Seminar in 
Constitutional Government 
for Teachers is sponsored by 
the Jon and Karen Huntsman 
Foundation and aims to 
improve the quality of civic 
education in Utah schools 
and empower educators to 
engage in the political process. 
The seminar is facilitated 
by Director Jason Perry and 
Associate Director Morgan 
Lyon Cotti and produced 
by Managing Director of 
Community Outreach Molly 
Wheeler. Together, they 
provide participants with a 
unique opportunity to gain 
an in-depth understanding of 
political issues while earning 
graduate credit. In 2019, 31 
teachers from every corner 
of Utah attended the seminar 
which focused on topics 
including the impacts of 
Utah’s changing demography, 
innovations in the Utah court 
system, and how to enable 
their students to participate 
in the political process. 

HUNTSMAN

The Utah Education Debate 
Coalition (UEDC) coordinates 
primary and general election 
debates for State School 
Board candidates. Morgan 
Lyon Cotti represents the 
Hinckley Institute on the 
board which also includes 
the Utah Association of 
Charter Schools, the United 
Way of Salt Lake, the Deseret 
News, and the Sutherland 
Institute. In 2020, the UEDC 
adjusted the debates, which 
are usually held in school 
auditoriums, and coordinated 
four primary debates which 
streamed live via YouTube. 

UEDC

Real Women Run (RWR) is 
a collaborative nonpartisan 
initiative to empower 
women to participate fully 
in public life and civic 
leadership through elected 
political office at all levels, 
appointments to boards and 
commissions, participation in 
campaigns, and engagement 
in the political system. 
Morgan Lyon Cotti has 
served on the board of Real 
Women Run since 2014 and 
co-chaired the spring training 
each year, hosting it at the 
Hinckley Institute. This year, 
the spring training, which 
seeks to provide the hard 
skills candidates need to run 
successful campaigns, was 
held remotely and featured 
local and national experts. 
Real Women Run has also 
expanded throughout the 
state to provide campaign 
training and services to all 
interested candidates.

RWR

The Utah Debate 
Commission (UDC) is 
a consortium of higher 
educational institutions, 
media organizations, and 
business and civic leaders 
dedicated to creating a non-
partisan and independent 
system of debates among 
qualified candidates for 
statewide and federal offices 
in Utah during each election 
cycle. The Hinckley Institute 
has been an integral part 
of the commission since 
its founding. In addition 
to her position as a board 
member, Morgan Lyon Cotti 
is serving on the executive 
board this year. In 2020, the 
UDC will host a record six 
primary debates, six general 
election debates, and play a 
key role in the planning and 
implementation of the vice 
presidential debate.

UDC

The Andrew Goodman 
Foundation is committed 
to establishing a legacy of 
courageous civic action to 
grow new leaders of change 
and to build a culture of 
democratic participation. 
At the University of Utah, 
student ambassadors for 
AGF work with Administrative 
Program Coordinator Kyle 
Tucker and Hinckley Institute 
staff to promote voting 
and civic engagement all 
across campus. Through 
participation in the Vote 
Everywhere program of AGF, 
the University of Utah has 
established its commitment 
to being a state and national 
leader in elevating the 
voices of young people and 
educating a new generation of 
civically-minded individuals. 

AGF

COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS
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POLITICAL
ENGAGEMENT

The Hinckley Institute is 
committed to increasing 
student’s voter registration 

and participation. Working with 
the Andrew Goodman Foundation’s 
(AGF) student ambassadors 
and the Associated Students of 
the Universiyt of Utah's (ASUU) 
Government Relations Board, the 
Hinckley Institute has helped 
thousands of students register 
to vote and gain easy access to 
the ballot box with an on-campus 
polling location at the Marriott 
Library. 

One of the year’s biggest events took 
place on National Voter Registration 
Day (September 22nd). AGF and 
ASUU conducted voter registration 
drives in the Marriott Library plaza 

V O T I N G ,  R E G I S T R A T I O N ,  &  AWA R E N E S S

2 0 2 0  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T I A L  D E B A T E

S U P E R  T U E S D AY  WA T C H  P A R T Y

C A N D I D A T E  V I S I T S M AY O R A L  D E B A T E

To celebrate the Democratic 
presidential primary on Super 
Tuesday, the Hinckley Institute, 

Andrew Goodman Foundation, 
Political Science Department, and 
College of Social and Behavioral 
Science co-hosted an election night 
panel and watch party. Students, 
faculty, and community members 
filled the Hinckley Caucus Room to 
hear election analysis from an expert 
panel consisting of Political Science 

The Hinckley Institute hosted some big names 
in politics as candidates visited campus to 
connect with students. Presidential Candidate 

and Hawaii Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard 
discussed her vision for America. Gubernatorial 
Candidates Spencer Cox and Jon Huntsman shared 
their experiences in elected office and explored 
Utah’s potential in the years ahead.

As a part of the University of Utah’s annual 
Pride Week, the Hinckley Institute partnered 
with the LGBT Resource Center and several 

other campus partners to host a Mayoral Candidate 
Town Hall. State Senator Luz Escamilla and then-
Councilwoman Erin Mendenhall discussed policy 
issues as they relate to the LGBTQ+ communities 
and answered audience questions.

On October 7, 2020, the eyes 
of the country will be fixed 
on the University of Utah 

campus as we host the nation’s only 
vice presidential debate for the 2020 
election cycle. 

Led by the University and the Utah 
Debate Commission, the massive 
undertaking will transform campus 
in the fall of 2020, providing 
students with a truly once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to participate 
in the national political scene as it 
unfolds on Presidents Circle.

to help students register to vote 
in time for the 2019 municipal 
elections. In addition to in-person 
voter registration, AGF worked with 
the Office of the Registrar to make 
online voter registration widely 
available for University of Utah 
students. These efforts led to more 
than 450 students registering to 
vote

In the past, the Hinckley Institute, 
AGF, and ASUU have worked closely 
with the Salt Lake County Clerk to 

In partnership with the Academic 
Affairs Office, the Hinckley 
Institute is designing the campus-
wide experience by coordinating 
student internship and volunteer 
opportunities, developing course 
curriculum, and organizing watch 
parties. 

The effort to host this high-profile 
event was years in the making. The 
University of Utah was one of four 
sites selected by the Commission 
on Presidential Debates through a 
highly competitive bidding process. 

provide a vote center at the Marriott 
Library during federal election 
years. This year, we expanded that 
partnership to include the first 
campus vote center for municipal 
elections and for the Super Tuesday 
presidential primary. Students 
turned out by the hundreds to cast 
their ballots on campus.

Associate Professor Jim Curry, The 
Salt Lake Tribune Columnist Robert 
Gherke, Hinckley Institute Associate 
Director Morgan Lyon Cotti, and 
Utah Democratic Party Executive 
Director Matthew Patterson. After 
the panel, guests enjoyed food, 
and election-related games as they 
watched the live results roll-in.

The Commission is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization and has 
sponsored all general election 
presidential and vice presidential 
debates since 1988. This is the first 
national debate to be hosted in the 
state and the Hinckley is excited to 
help ensure it is a success.
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PARTICIPATION
& RECOGNITION

OXFORD CONSORTIUM 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

HARVARD NATIONAL 
CAMPAIGN CONFERENCE
Each year, the Harvard Institute of Politics welcomes 
students from more than 35 colleges and universities 
across the country to the National Campaign for 
Political and Civic Engagement. This year, University of 
Utah students Sheely Edwards and Sierra McNeil were 
honored to attend. Over the course of the weekend, 
participants meet young leaders, and discuss pertinent 
political issues. The goal is to motivate students to 
increase civic engagement on their own campuses and 
communities. This year's conference focused on breaking 
down barriers to democracy. The event culminated 
with a trip to New Hampshire where the students saw 
firsthard how primary campaigns operate and were 
given the chance to canvass for a campaign.

“The Harvard National Campaign Conference was one 
of the most inspiring and insightful opportunities I've 
had during my college education. I had such a fantas-
tic time meeting engaged students from around the 
country and learning from their unique perspectives on 
civic participation.”
				    - Sheely Edwards

The Oxford Consortium gives students who are passionate 
about human rights an opportunity to engage with fellow 
peers, colleagues, scholars, and professionals to learn and 
envision ways that they might contribute to the global 
task of combating human rights violations. 2019's summer 
consortium focused on global ethics, using the concept 
as a framework for discussion of humanitarian action, 
conflict, human rights law, and peacemaking. The Hinckley 
Institute sponsored Claire Kirkland's attendance. Kirkland 
has participated in a local, Washington, DC, and global 
internship.

"The Oxford Consortium gave me a new perspective on 
not just refugee and immigration issues, but other fas-
cinating areas like European politics and environmental 
policy. Attending the Consortium motivated me to become 
an advocate for refugees and work to support them. I 
recently accepted a position with the International Rescue 
Committee of Utah, and I am certain that everything I 
learned at the Consortium will inform and inspire the work 
I do in this role." 
					     - Claire Kirkland

TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP

FULBRIGHT U.S. 
STUDENT PROGRAM
This year, University of Utah student Caitlin Silianoff was one of the 
competitive students chosen to receive a program grant. Caitlin has 
participated in two local Hinckley internships. As a Fulbright schol-
ar, she will serve as an English teaching assistant in Taiwan. She will 
receive a B.A. in English and International Studies and a B.S. in Polit-
ical Science with a minor in Chinese from the University of Utah. 

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is an international educational 
exchange program designed to build relationships between people 
in the U.S. and in other countries with the aim of solving global 
challenges. It is funded through an annual appropriation made by 
the U.S. Congress to the U.S. Department of State. Grant recipients 
are selected based on academic and professional achievement as 
well as a record of service and demonstrated leadership in their 
respective fields. 

University of Utah student and Hinckley Institute intern, Elise Scott was 
awarded the 2020 Harry S. Truman Scholarship for the state of Utah.  A 
political science and communication double major, one of the highlights 
of Elise's undergraduate education has been participating in a Hinckley 
internship with Utah’s Legislature. She is also the opinion editor at the 
University of Utah’s paper, The Daily Utah Chronicle, where her writing 
has won multiple awards. She is also a volunteer with UServeUtah, Salt 
Lake Peer Court, and local political campaigns. Scott plans to use her 
scholarship money to attend law school. She is passionate about the 
defense of civil rights and the mitigation of hate-based violence. 

The Truman Scholarship was created as a living memorial to President 
Truman and seeks to motivate bright, outstanding students who are 
pursuing a life of public service with up to $30,000 for graduate 
study. Past winners include supreme court justices, U.S. senators and 
congressmen, governors, ambassadors, and other elected officials and 
community leaders. Truman Scholars lead at all levels of government 
and throughout the nonprofit sector, from local to global. Recipients 
must demonstrate outstanding leadership potential and communication 
skills, demonstrate academic excellence, and be committed to 
careers in public service. Scholars also receive priority admission and 
supplemental financial aid at some premier graduate institutions, 
leadership training, career and graduate school counseling, and special 
internship opportunities within the federal government.


