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Since 1965, the Hinckley Institute has 
witnessed many noteworthy and 

historic events. The early years 
of the Institute were marked by 
demonstrations, the Vietnam War, 
and a presidential resignation. 
Our more recent years saw 
historic elections, impeachments, 
marches, and a worldwide 
pandemic. The Hinckley Institute 
has always embraced our mission 

to help students better understand 
the events surrounding them and 

to find impactful ways to become 
involved with their communities. This 

past year showed that political and 
community engagement isn’t just something 

we should do, it is something we must do—
and the Hinckley Institute provided our students 

with the tools to engage in the process.

As the situation with Covid-19 evolved, the Hinckley team found innovative ways to achieve our 
mission and continue Robert H. Hinckley’s original vision of “every student a politician.” While our 
students come from many different majors across campus, the call to be engaged in the political 
process despite one's background was clearer than ever. Students realized the impact of public 
policy in their lives and found that leaders at all levels—from local school boards to members of 
Congress—must be accountable to their constituents. Through Hinckley forums and internships, 
students learned about the levers of government and how, whether virtually or in person, to 
become more engaged.

DIRECTOR’S
 MESSAGE

With each challenge the Hinckley Institute has 
faced in the past year, crucial adaptations were 
made and valuable lessons were learned. While 
remote internships were not what many students 
had expected or hoped to do, it opened doors 
to some students who otherwise would not have 
been able to participate. Some 
students who could not have 
traveled for a national or global 
internship were able to work for 
prestigious organizations while 
remaining safely at home. This 
past year challenged us to think 
beyond the standard outreach 
methods to contact students, and 
the result was that virtual visits 
and video calls opened new doors 
and allowed us to reach and serve 
more students.

Similarly, while we missed the energy of having 
the Hinckley Caucus Room full of engaged guests, 
moving our forums online allowed greater access. 
Our team worked diligently to create a slate of 
forums that were timely, interesting, and covered 
a broad array of important topics. A moment 
that stands out in my mind is when we spoke 
with Congressman Blake Moore just weeks after 
the storming of the capitol. He spoke about his 
experience that day, how he kept safe, and how it 
affected his perspective on the election and the 
current state of politics in our county. 

One of the highlights of this very challenging year 
was the Vice Presidential Debate held at Kingsbury 
Hall. This was many years in the making, but the 
emphasis from the first day of planning to the night 
of the event was always on making students a 
central part of this historic debate. While Covid-19 
shifted how we were able to engage students, 
we still received an overwhelming response from 

students to volunteer, receive a debate watch kit, 
and attend our online debate party. On debate day, 
it was students who were volunteering behind the 
scenes, students interacting with the moderator 
and candidates, and students occupying the few 
seats available in the auditorium to watch then 

Vice President Pence 
and future-Vice 
President Harris face 
off in a spirited yet 
civil debate.

This past year 
challenged Hinckley 
students and staff in 
more ways than we 
could have imagined. 
We adapted to an 

ever-evolving worldwide pandemic, ensuring we 
continued to serve our students and community. 
Hinckley students were part of history as they 
worked, volunteered, and engaged in the events 
that defined not just the past year, but will 
impact our country for many years to come. 
What is overwhelmingly clear, is that the call for 
political engagement is more crucial than ever 
and Hinckley students are ready to answer.

One of the highlights of this 
very challenging year was the 
Vice Presidential Debate held at 
Kingsbury Hall. This was many 
years in the making, but the 
emphasis from the first day of 
planning to the night of the event 
was always on making students a 
central part of this historic debate. 
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L O C A L
Managing Director 
Morgan Lyon Cotti, PhD

N A T I O N A L
Managing Director 
Gina Shipley, MPA

L E G I S L A T I V E
Managing Director 
Morgan Lyon Cotti, PhD

G L O B A L
Managing Director 
Jean Oh, M.Ed.

REFLECTIONS ON THIS YEAR'S INTERN PROGRAMS

OPPORTUNIT IES  FOR  ALL

INTERNSHIP
PROGRAMS

		               "Local interns adapted to new 

situations and showed great resilience throughout the past 
year. The public health and economic crises our state faced due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic created greater need for interns for 
many of our non-profits, government offices, and businesses. 
Hinckley interns rose to the occasion and overcame challenges 
and hurdles to work effectively remotely. Interns in government 
offices learned to conduct policy research from home and support 
constituents even when they couldn’t be in the office. Those 
students working in non-profits assisted with our state’s response 
to Covid-19 and helped some of the most at-risk members of 
our community. Finally, students working in businesses helped 
retool marketing campaigns, budgets, and websites to help their 
company weather the economic downturn. As always, Hinckley 
interns were a crucial part of our local economy and helped the 
community through an incredibly difficult year."

Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/local

  		            "Even with a global pandemic, 
students were able to participate in the Hinckley Institute’s 
Washington, DC, internship program. Notwithstanding challenges, 
students acclimated to remote internship experiences and gained 
skills and contacts through zoom meetings, remote research, 
and substantive projects including publishing documents, 
coordinating events, drafting social media posts and writing 
speeches. Although most interns were in our DC apartments, 
they teleworked and were able to to have a front row seat to an 
array of stakeholders in their respected fields of study."
  

Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/national

	     "The 2021 General Session represented months of 
careful planning to ensure legislators, staff, and interns could 
safely meet. In a non-pandemic year, legislative interns handle an 
intensive training course, a steep learning curve, and demanding 
working conditions. This was heightened in 2021 as they worked 
to learn crucial skills  remotely as the course moved online. They 
also dealt with Covid testing, mask mandates, and other health 
protocols to ensure healthy working conditions. Additionally, 
they were forced to work remotely for the first week of the 
session because of concerns over political unrest. Through all 
of this, Hinckley legislative interns handled themselves with 
professionalism and resilience."

Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/legislative

			   "With the COVID-19 virus 
shutting down countries in early March of 2020, Hinckley 
global interns around the world quickly and efficiently made 
arrangements to return to their respective homes. While some 
had to cut their internships short, others were able to continue 
their work remotely, all doing what they could to close out their 
internship experiences with courteous professionalism, without 
regard to personal comforts. Despite the growing pandemic 
throughout summer and fall 2020 semesters, students and 
host offices remained committed to virtual internships, ranging 
from UNVIE work in Austria to teaching English to students in 
Chile. 2021 brings a ray of hope with vaccine rollouts happening 
in many areas of the world, welcome news for the growing list 
of global applicants eager to fly the skies and hit the ground 
running on foreign soil again."

Learn More: Hinckley.utah.edu/global
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T H I S  Y E A R ’ S

FORUMS
Hinckley Forums took on a new form this year as we swapped 
out countless pizzas and in-person gatherings for virtual 
events on YouTube. Despite the challenge, we found incredible 
success with our virtual forums this year producing 50 events 
that have garnered thousands of views. We were able to 
safely engage the university community in conversations 
on current political, social, and economic topics. The virtual 
setting allowed us to reach a wider global audience as well as 
connect with speakers from around the globe. The transition 
to virtual events would not have been possible without 
Managing Director Molly Wheeler’s dedication to successfully 
converting our forum series online or without Ann Lopez’s 

commitment to helping prep and host the events. 

0 6 . 1 7 . 2 0

Preserving Democracy in a Pandemic: 
A Conversation with Utah’s Election 
Officials
Ricky Hatch, Clerk/Auditor, Weber County 
Amelia Powers Gardner, Clerk/Auditor, Utah County 
Justin Lee, State Elections Director
Sherrie Swensen, Clerk, Salt Lake County 
Frank Pignanelli, Partner, Foxley & Pignanelli

0 6 . 0 2 . 2 0

Healthcare Disparities
Rebecca Chavez-Houck, Managing Member, Aspira Public 
Affairs; Representative (fmr.), Utah Legislature
Dulce A. Díez, Director, Utah Deprtment of Health Office 
of Health Disparities
Dr. Ivette Lopez, Professor, University of Utah Department 
of Public Health, Family & Preventive Medicine
Dr. José Rodríguez, Associate Vice President, University of 
Utah Health Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
Jessie Mandle, Senior Health Policy Analyst, Voices for 
Utah Children

0 9 . 0 9 . 2 0

Informed Decisions 2020: 
Funding Public Education in Utah
Andrea Brandley, Research Associate, Kem C. Gardner 
Policy Institute
Sydnee Dickson, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Utah State Board of Education
Representative Steve Eliason, Utah Legislature
Andrea Rorrer, Director, Utah Education Policy Center
Natalie Gochnour, Director, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute
Richard Kendell, Commissioner (fmr.), Utah System of 
Higher Education 

0 9 . 1 0 . 2 0

The Future of Higher Education
Clark Gilbert, President,  BYU Idaho
Deneece Huftalin, President, Salt Lake Community College
Dan Reed, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
University of Utah 
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics; Vice 
President for Government Relations, University of Utah

0 9 . 1 4 . 2 0

Informed Decisions 2020: 
Candidate Conversations — The 2nd 
Congressional District
Representative Chris Stewart, Candidate
Kael Weston, Candidate
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics; Vice 
President for Government Relations, University of Utah

0 9 . 1 6 . 2 0

Shaping Public Opinion: 
How to Change Billions of People’s 
Opinions (and Not Get Caught) 
James Rich, Vice President of Insights, Y2 Analytics 

0 9 . 1 7 . 2 0

Constitution Day: 
Towards a More Perfect Union 
Timothy Shriver, Founder, UNITE

0 9 . 2 1 . 2 0

Powering the Future with Renewable Energy 
Chris Benson, Associate Director of Sustainability 
and Energy, University of Utah Facilities 
Jon Cox, Vice President of Governmental Affairs, Rocky 
Mountain Power
Nick Goodman, CEO, CYRQ Energy Inc. 
Sarah Wright, Executive Director, Utah Clean Energy
Ayrel Clark-Proffitt, Campus Engagement Manager, 
University of Utah Sustainability Office

0 9 . 2 2 . 2 0

The Presidency
Jim Curry, Associate Professor, University of Utah Political 
Science 
Eric Hinderaker, Distinguished Professor, University of 
Utah History
Josh Ryan, Associate Professor, Utah State University 
Political Science
Cody Stephens, Assistant Professor, University of Utah History 
Jennifer Napier-Pearce, Editor (fmr.), The Salt Lake Tribune 

0 9 . 2 3 . 2 0

Informed Decisions 2020: Candidate 
Conversations— The Governor’s Race
Lieutenant Governor Spencer Cox, Candidate
Chris Peterson, Professor, University of Utah Law
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics; Vice 
President for Government Relations, University of Utah

0 9 . 2 8 . 2 0

Security & Voting Rights in the Election 
Ricky Hatch, Clerk/Auditor, Weber County
Amelia Powers Gardner, Clerk/Auditor, Utah County
Justin Lee, State Elections Director
Sherrie Swensen, Clerk, Salt Lake City County
Frank Pignanelli, Partner, Foxley & Pignanelli

0 9 . 2 9 . 2 0

Judges on the Ballot: Casting Informed 
Votes in Retention Elections
Kim Cordova, Executive Director, Utah Commission on Criminal 
and Juvenile Justice
Christine Durham, Chief Justice (ret.), Utah Supreme Court
Gil Miller, Chairperson, Judicial Performance Evaluation 
Commission; Managing Partner, Rocky Mountain Advisory
Jennifer Yim, Executive Director, Judicial Performance 
Evaluation Commission
Ron Gordon, General Counsel, Governor's Office 

0 9 . 3 0 . 2 0

Informed Decisions 2020: Utah’s 
Housing Shortage, Rising Prices, 
and the Impact of COVID-19 
Mike Gallegos, Director, Salt Lake County Housing & 
Community Development
Jonathan Hardy, Director, Utah Housing and Community 
Development Division
Jim Wood, Ivory-Boyer Senior Fellow, Kem C. Gardner 
Policy Institute
Natalie Gochnour, Director, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

1 0 . 0 1 . 2 0

Truman Information Session 
Elise Scott, Truman Scholarship Winner
Gina Shipley, Managing Director for National Internships, 
Hinckley Institute of Politics; Truman Scholarship 
Coordinator, University of Utah

1 0 . 0 5 . 2 0

The Vice Presidency
Jim Curry, Associate Professor, University of Utah 
Political Science
Juliet Carlisle, Associate Professor, University of Utah 
Political Science
Boyd Matheson, Opinion Editor, Deseret News; Host, 
KSL Radio 
Jennifer Napier-Pearce, Editor (fmr.), The Salt Lake 
Tribune

1 0 . 0 7. 2 0

Vice Presidential Debate 
Virtual Watch Party 

1 0 . 1 4 . 2 0

Informed Decisions 2020: Candidate 
Conversation - 4th Congressional District
Congressman Ben McAdams, Candidate
Burgess Owens, Candidate
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics; Vice 
President for Government Relations, University of Utah

1 0 . 1 9 . 2 0

Lieutenant Governor Candidate 
Conversation: 
Karina Brown, Candidate, Utah Lieutenant Governor
Garna Meija, Reporter, KSL 5

1 0 . 2 1 . 2 0

Informed Decisions 2020: COVID-19 and the 
Utah Economy 
Phil Dean, State Budget Director and Chief Economist, 
Governor’s Office of Management and Budget
Mark Knold, Chief Economist, Utah Division of Workforce Services
Nubia Peña, Director, Utah Division of Multicultural Affairs
Peter Philips, Professor, University of Utah 
Department of Economics
Natalie Gochnour, Director, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

1 0 . 2 6 . 2 0

Amendment C: What Does it Mean to Abolish 
Slavery from Utah’s Constitution in 2020? 
Senator Jacob Andregg, Utah Legislature 
Kamau Allen, Organizer, Abolish Slavery National Network
Erin Castro, Director and Co-Founder, University of Utah 
Prison Education Project
Representative Sandra Hollins, Utah Legislature
William Smith, Professor & Department Chair; University of 
Utah Department of Education, Culture, and Society
Liz Adeola, Host and Producer, PBS

1 0 . 2 8 . 2 0

Campus Community Conversation: Public 
Health and the Politics of Pandemics
Courtney Bullard, Education and Collaboration Director, 
Utah Health Policy Project
Jessie Mandle, Senior Health Policy Analyst, Voices for 
Utah Children
Dr. Jessica Sanders, Family Planning Research Director and 
Assistant Professor, University of Utah Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Philip Singer, Assistant Professor, University of Utah 
Political Science
Brent Steele, Professor & Chair, University of Utah 
Political Science

1 1 . 0 4 . 2 0

2020 Election Debrief: 
What Happened and Why?
Jim Curry, Associate Professor, University of Utah 
Political Science
Heidi Hatch, Anchor, KUTV 
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics; Vice 
President for Government Relations, University of Utah 
Dave Buhler, Regents Professor, University of Utah Political 
Science 

1 1 . 0 5 . 2 0

Mangling the COVID-19 Pandemic in India
Sumit Ganguly, Distinguished Professor, Indiana University 
Political Science Department

1 1 . 0 9 . 2 0

The Politics of COVID in Latin America
Caitlin Anderson-Lee, Assistant Professor, Ryerson 
University Department of Politics and Public Administration
David DeMicheli, Assistant Professor, University of Utah 
Political Science
Laura Gamboa Gutierrez, Assistant Professor, University 
of Utah Political Science
Claudio Holzner, Associate Professor, University of Utah 
Political Science; Director, Center for Latin American Studies

1 1 . 1 6 . 2 0

Monumental Racism
Lisa Blee, Associate Professor, Wake Forest University 
History Department
Kevin Bruyneel, Professor, Babson College Department 
of History and Society
Jean O'Brien, Distinguished Professor, University of 
Minnesota History Department
Edmund Fong, Professor, University of Utah Political Science; 
Chair, University of Utah Ethnic Studies Department

1 1 . 1 8 . 2 0

U.S. Foreign Policy in Uncertain Times
Jeffrey Meiser, Associate Professor, University of Portland 
Political Science Department
Brent Steele, Professor & Chair, University of Utah Political Science
Lauren Turek, Assistant Professor, Trinity University History

0 1 . 2 0 . 2 1

Reframing the Conversation: Good Trouble 
and the Redline
Ciriac Alvarez Valle, Policy Analyst, Voices for Utah Children
Ashley Clevland, Promise Program Manager, Millcreek City
Fatima Dirie, Refugee Community Liaison, Salt Lake City
Franci Taylor, Director, University of Utah American Indian 
Resource Center
Jennifer Mayer-Glenn, Director, University 
Neighborhood Partners

0 1 . 2 7. 2 1

Beyond the Bloc: Asian American Voting 
and Political Power 
Shu Cheng, Director, Asian Association of Utah
Representative Karen Kwan, Utah State Legislature
Baodong Liu, Professor, University of Utah Political Science
Rosie Nguyen, Reporter, ABC4

0 2 . 0 1 . 2 1

Prioritizing Equity in Climate 
Resistance Planning
Hokulani Aikau, Associate Professor, University of Utah 
Gender Studies and Ethnic Studies Departments; 
Director, Pacific Island Studies
Tabitha Benney, Associate Professor, University of 
Utah Political Science
Danielle Endres, Professor, University of Utah Communications
Kerry Case, Chief Sustainability Officer, University of Utah

0 2 . 0 8 . 2 1

The Past, Present, and Future of the Electoral 
College
Jim Curry, Associate Professor, University of Utah Political Science
Peter Greathouse, 2016 Elector for the State of Utah 
Pat Rosenstiel, Senior Advisor, National Popular Vote
Scott Howell, Founder & CEO, Howell Consulting Group

0 2 . 1 0 . 2 1

Managing Crises on the World Stage
Brett Bruen, President, Global Situation Room; Director 
of Global Engagement (fmr.), Obama Administration
Steven Lobell, Professor, University of Utah Political Science

0 2 . 1 7 . 2 1

A Conversation with Congressman Blake 
Moore
Congressman Blake Moore, Utah's 1st Congressional District
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics; Vice 
President for Government Relations, University of Utah

0 2 . 2 4 . 2 1

The Criminalization of Corruption in Latin 
America
Ezequiel González-Ocantos, Associate Professor, University 
of Oxford Department of Politics and International 
Relations; Professional Fellow, Nuffield College

0 3 . 0 1 . 2 1

U.S. - China Relation in the Biden Era
Steve On, Associate Professor, National Sun Yat-sen 
University Political Science Department
Yanqi Tong, Professor, University of Utah 
Political Science 
Ann Lopez, Hinckley Forum Host

0 3 . 0 8 . 2 1

Legislative Recap: What Happened and 
Why?
Senate President Stuart Adams, Utah Legislature
House Minority Leader Brian King, Utah Legislature
Senate Assistant Minority Whip Jani Iwamoto, Utah 
Legislature
House Speaker Brad Wilson, Utah Legislature
Jason Perry, Director, Hinckley Institute of Politics; Vice 
President for Government Relations, University of Utah

0 3 . 0 9 . 2 1

Candidate Training: Running for Office as a 
Young Woman 
Councilmember Silvia Catten, Millcreek City Council
Councilmember Shannon Ellsworth, Provo City Council
Mayor Maile Wilson-Edwards, Cedar City
Kristen Rappleye, Director of First Lady Initiatives, Utah

0 3 . 1 0 . 2 1

Reframing the Conversation: Women 
Who Run
Chairperson Candace Bear, Skull Valley Goshutes
Representative Angela Romero, Utah Legislature
Councilmember Aimee Winder Newton, Salt Lake County
Erika George, Director, Tanner Humanities Center

0 3 . 1 5 . 2 1

The Ethics of Employment: COVID-19 
& Utah’s Workforce 
Silvia Castro, Executive Director, Suazo Business Center
Theresa Foxley, President and CEO, EDC Utah
Peter Philips, Professor, University of Utah Economics 
Department
Heidi Walker, Chief Operating Officer, Salt Lake Chamber
Natalie Gochnour, Director, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

0 3 . 1 6 . 2 1

Can You Build a Better Utah? 
Addressing Utah’s Housing Crisis 
Beth Martial, 211 Managing Director, United Way of Salt Lake 
Michael Parker, Vice President of Public Affairs, Marketing 
and Senior Economist; Ivory Homes 
Jim Wood, Ivory-Boyer Senior Fellow, Kem C. 
Gardner Policy Institute
Ivis Garcia Zambrana, Assistant Professor, University 
of Utah City and Metropolitan Planning Department 
Dejan Eskic, Senior Research Fellow, Kem C. 
Gardner Policy Institute

0 3 . 1 7 . 2 1

The Moral Imperatives of Health: Creating 
Equitable Healthcare in Utah 
Dr. José Rodríguez, Associate Vice President, University 
of Utah Health Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
Dulce A. Díez, Director, Utah Department of Health 
Office of Health Disparities
Laura Summers, Senior Healthcare Advisor, Kem C. 
Gardner Policy Institute 
Lisa Nichols, AVP of Community Health, IHC
Sam Finlayson, Associate Vice President for Clinical Affairs; 
Chief Clinical Officer for University of Utah Health

0 3 . 2 4 . 2 1

Transportation Policy in Utah: Where
 We Are and Where We’re Going 
Representative Suzanne Harrison, Utah Legislature
Senator Ann Millner, Utah Legislature
Senator Kathleen Riebe, Utah Legislature
House Majority Whip Mike Schultz, Utah Legislature
Hannah Pack, President, Point B; Graduate Student, 
City and Metropolitan Planning

0 3 . 2 5 . 2 1

Sacrifice, Serendipity, and Service:  A 
Conversation with Rebecca Chavez-Houck 
Rebecca Chavez-Houck, Managing Member, Aspira Public 
Affairs; Representative (fmr.), Utah Legislature
Senator Luz Escamilla, Utah Legislature

0 3 . 2 9 . 2 1

The Census and Utah
Mallory Bateman, Senior Research Analyst and State Data 
Center Coordinator, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute
Phil Dean, Public Finance Senior Research Fellow, Kem C. 
Gardner Policy Institute
Councilmember Jake Fitisemanu, West Valley City
Pat Jones, Member, Utah's Independent Redistricting 
Commission; CEO, Women's Leadership Institute

0 3 . 3 1 . 2 1

The Future of Political Polls
Kyrene Gibb, Partner and Vice President of Research, 
Y2 Analytics
Baodong Liu, Professor, University of Utah 
Political Science
Scott Rassmussen, Political Pollster and Publisher
Frank Pignanelli, Partner, Foxley & Pignanelli

0 4 . 0 2 . 2 1

Creative Construction: The Rise and Stall 
of Mass Infrastructure in America
Alisha Holland, Associate Professor, Harvard University 
Government Department

0 4 . 0 7. 2 1

Reframing the Conversation: 
White Supremacy and Anti-Semitism 
in the 21st Century
Benedicte Dansie, Graduate Student & Historian, University 
of Edinburgh
Preston Foster, Assistant Professor & Program Director, 
Oakwood University Department of Public Policy
Nicole Hemmer, Associate Research Scholar with the 
Obama Presidency Oral History Project, Columbia 
University
Rabbi Micah Hyman, Executive Director, SLO Hillel
Dr. Jay Jacobson, Chair, United Jewish Federation of Utah's 
Taskforce on Antisemitism and Community Relations
Maeera Shreiber, Associate Professor, University of Utah 
English Department

0 4 . 1 3 . 2 1

Earth Week: The Role of Arts in Climate 
Change Education
Hasse Borup, Professor of Violin and Head of String and 
Chamber Music Studies, University of Utah School of Music
Katharine Coles, Distinguished Professor, University of 
Utah English Department
John C. Lin, Professor, University of Utah Department 
of Atmospheric Sciences
Wendy Wischer, Associate Professor, University of Utah Art/
Art History Department
Liz Ivkovich, Development Director, UtahPresents

0 4 . 1 4 . 2 1

The Politics and Economics of COVID 
Relief and Economic Stimulus Policy 
Philip Singer, Assistant Professor, University of 
Utah Political Science 
Juliette Tennert, Chief Economist, Kem C. Gardner 
Policy Institute
Rudi von Arnim, Associate Professor, University 
of Utah Economics Department
Tammy Reque, Economics Ambassador

0 4 . 2 7. 2 1

Coup and Conflict: Examining Myanmar’s 
Struggle Toward Democracy
Ardeth Maung Thawnghmung, Professor and Chair, 
University of Massachusetts Lowell Political Science 
Department; Interim Director, Peace and Conflict Studies
Myat The Thitsar, Strategic Advisor and Director, 
Parliamentary Research and Support Program for 
Enlightened Myanmar Research Foundation (EMReF)
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Leaders 
Visionaries&

Some of the great minds that participated in the 
Hinckley Institute's Forums throughout the past year.

ARDETH MAUNG THAWNGHMUNG 
Professor and Chair, University of Massachusetts 

Lowell Political Science Department; Interim 
Director, Peace and Conflict Studies

GOVERNOR SPENCER COX

CONGRESSMAN CHRIS STEWART

CONGRESSMAN BEN MCADAMS

CONGRESSMAN BURGESS OWENS

CONGRESSMAN BLAKE MOORE

RABBI MICAH HYMAN 
Executive Director, SLO Hillel

SUMIT GANGULY 
Distinguished Professor,

 Indiana University Political 
Science Department

BAODONG LIU 
Professor, University of Utah 
Political Science Department

PRESTON FOSTER 
Assistant Professor & Program Director, 

Oakwood University Department 
of Public Policy

CHAIRPERSON CANDACE BEAR 
Skull Valley Goshutes

EZEQUIEL GONZÁLEZ-OCANTOS 
Associate Professor, University of Oxford 

Department of Politics and International Relations; 
Professional Fellow, Nuffield College

NUBIA PEÑA 
Director, Utah Division of Multicultural Affairs

JIM CURRY 
Associate Professor, University of 
Utah Political Science Department

NATALIE GOCHNOUR
Director, Kem C. Gardner 

Policy Institute

TIMOTHY SHRIVER
Founder, UNITE

DENEECE HUFTALIN
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HINCKLEY
INSTITUTE

RADIO
HOUR

Listen on the radio:

KCPW 88.3 FM Wed 10AM & Sat 9AM

Download the podcast:

Hinckley Institute Radio Hour - KCPW

Watch archives online at:

Hinckley.utah.edu/forums

In 2020-2021, KCPW Producer and Host Anthony Scoma ensured 
our forums were broadcasted, filmed, and made available as 
podcasts. Thanks to Anthony, Hinckely forums are able to reach 
a wider audience and draw more community engagement.

AARP Utah
Real Women Run 
Utah Debate Commission
Utah Education Debate Coalition
YWCA

This year’s virtual events would not have been possible 
without the incredible support of our campus and community 
partners. We collaborated on forums with a wide array of 
campus entities and community organizations to expand 
the scope of our forums. We are immensely grateful to our 
partners and look forward to creating more compelling 
programming with them in the future. 

FORUM
PARTNERSHIPS

CAMPUS

COMMUNITY

Asia Center
Associated Students of the University of Utah
Center for Latin American Studies
City and Metropolitan Planning Department
College of Social and Behavioral Science
Daniels Fund for Ethics Education
David Eccles School of Business
Economics Department
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
Ethnic Studies
Gardner Policy Institute
International and Area Studies
Martin Luther King Jr. Week
Office of Alumni Relations
Political Science Department
Point B
Sustainability Office
U Remembers
Union Programming Council
Women’s Week
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A large part of our community outreach involves educating the youth about the importance of becoming civically 
engaged and teaching them how to do so. Due to the pandemic, all of our traditional methods of teaching and engaging 
with youth was put on hold. However, we were able to find one way to target the young minds in our community by 
collaborating with the Office of Continuing Education on campus through their Youth Education Streaming (YES) online 
service. Miranda Best and Jean Oh worked with 5th graders, Josie and Josh, to talk about the importance of educating 
ourselves about community issues and voting.

YES

The Utah Education Debate Coalition (UEDC) coordinates primary and general election debates of State School Board 
candidates. Morgan Lyon Cotti sits on the board, which also includes the Utah Association of Charter Schools, the 
United Way of Salt Lake, and the Sutherland Institute. The UEDC adapted the debates to accommodate for these 
elections moving from being non-partisan positions to partisan. During 2020, the UEDC held three primary debates and 
three general election debates, all done via Zoom and broadcast on Youtube.

UEDC

Real Women Run at the YWCA is a non-partisan initiative to encourage and train women to run for political office at all 
levels, work on campaigns, and serve on public boards and commissions. Morgan Lyon Cotti has served on the board 
of RWR since 2014. All RWR events moved online, allowing the organization to hold more events on a wider variety 
of topics while reaching a larger audience. The Hinckley partnered with RWR on several events, notably, one which 
featured a panel of elected officials discussing the need for more young women to run for office.

RWR

The Utah Debate Commission (UDC) is a consortium of institutions of higher education, media partners, and business 
and civic leaders dedicated to creating a non-partisan and independent system of political debates. In addition to her 
position as a board member, Morgan Lyon Cotti served on the executive board in 2020. During the past election cycle, 
the UDC hosted a record six primary debates and six general election debates. The UDC also played a critical role in 
the vice presidential debate, working to engage K-12 and university students and teachers by providing educational 
resources and holding an essay contest. A highlight of their involvement occurred when, during the debate, moderator 
Susan Page asked the candidates a question written by one of the essay contest winners.

UDC

The Hinckley Institute has continued its commitment to increase democratic engagement and voter turnout across campus. 
To fulfill this commitment, the Hinckley Institute has partnered with the Andrew Goodman Foundation to help increase voter 
participation. However, as the Covid-19 pandemic presented unique challenges for the 2020 election, traditional outreach 
efforts had to be adapted. The Hinckley Institute held various virtual voter registration events, conducted social media 
outreach campaigns, and hosted links to TurboVote (an online voter registration tool) on the campus-wide portal. These 
efforts helped register over 500 students to vote. Additionally, the Hinckley Institute takes part in several other democratic 
engagement initiatives, including the All-In Campus Democracy Challenge, the PAC-12 Voting Challenge, and the Campus 
Vote Project. Lastly, the Hinckley Institute worked with the Salt Lake County Clerk’s Office to host an on-campus location at 
the Huntsman Center. As a result of these efforts, the University of Utah was named a voter-friendly campus for the sixth 
straight year and was one of only two universities in Utah to receive the designation.

AGFCOMM
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Unprecedented. 

When the University of Utah undertook the task of 
hosting the nation’s only vice presidential debate, 
we knew it would pose logistical hurdles. However, 
we did not anticipate mitigating those challenges 
amid a devastating global pandemic, through the 
after effects of a 5.7 magnitude earthquake, ongoing 
nation-wide civil unrest, and weeks after an historic 
hurricane-force wind storm devastated the landscape 
of our campus and the city of Salt Lake. 

But on the evening of October 7th, the power of 
“One U” was on full display as the University of 
Utah delivered one of the best orchestrated national 
debates of the 2020 election cycle.

The Hinckley Institute’s mission is to educate and 
inform on critical issues, spurring civic engagement 
among our students and community members. Most 
of that hard work happens at a grass-roots level 
through our internship programs, classes, and forums. 
We take our responsibility to provide transformative 
experiences for the students that come through our 
doors seriously. Hosting a nationally televised debate 
amid a historic and pivotal moment in the presidential 
election cycle was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
scale what we do for the entire campus. 

As October 7th neared, it was clear hosting this 
event was not only critical for our students, but for 
the nation itself. As the devastation wrought by the 
Covid-19 pandemic raged across the country, several 
sister host sites determined they could not handle 
the responsibility. At the U, we doubled down. There 
was never a question if the debate between then-
Senator Kamala Harris and Vice President Mike Pence 
would be held. We turned to our experts at University 
of Utah Health for guidance on how to safely hold 
the event. It was apparent the size and scope of the 

VICE PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE

THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
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debate would need to be restricted. In partnership 
with experts from the Cleveland Clinic, our team put 
together comprehensive safety and testing protocols, 
which kept our volunteers, staff, and campus guests 
safe and Covid free. These protocols would become 
a model for other hosting sites and for future events 
at the U.

In spite of the challenges, our campus was abuzz with 
excitement. Thousands offered to volunteer. Virtual 
watch kits were assembled and distributed across 
campus so students could have individual parties as 
they tuned in from home. Nearly 4,000 University of 
Utah students entered the raffle to attend the event 
live. A ‘Golden Ticket Event’ was hosted by President 
Watkins as she drew the names of the 60 lucky 
students who would be invited to Kingsbury Hall to 
witness the historic event. Our own Hinckley student 
staffers, Sheely and Gabby were selected to help 
stage the event as stand-ins for moderator Susan 

CATCH UP WITH THE FLY
One short flight for flies, one giant pause in national politics.

"No one could have anticipated the buzz my brief stop on the snowy-white 
head of then-Vice President Michael Pence would generate! I’ll be the first to 
admit, I was surprised the secret service let me through — security was tighter 
than a double-pane window. But there I was, bumbling around the live set with-
out a soul brave enough to swat me. I’m often asked what caused me to linger 
so long on the veep’s downy-soft head; I was eager to hear the candidates 
respond to Susan Page’s question on the role of American leadership in 2020. 
I also wanted to make sure they got my good side for the camera. All that 
loitering paid off- I was featured on every major news outlet and the opening 
sketch of Saturday Night Live! I have to give a shoutout to comedy legend Jim 
Carrey for his SNL performance, you captured my essence, man. Thanks again 
for hosting the debate — it was the honor of my 7-10 day (average) lifespan."

Page and then-Senator Kamala Harris.

When the big day finally arrived, campus was 
transformed into a thrilling spectacle. Scaffolding and 
media stages fortified the exterior of Kingsbury Hall. 
The Nancy Peery Marriott Auditorium was remodeled 
to accommodate the five major broadcasters and the 
traditional debate platform. As the candidates took 
the stage, the culmination of years of hard work were 
witnessed by the world. An estimated 59 million 
viewers tuned in- an estimated ad equivalency of $262 
million and over 28 billion viewer/reader impressions. 

Hosting the vice-presidential debate taught us a lot —  
about our country and our campus. Echoes of President 
Watkins inaugural theme, “Alone we can do so little; 
Together we can do so much” which was introduced 
in that same hall in 2018 could be felt as our campus 
orchestrated this historic moment for our country.


