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MANAGING DIRECTOR OF DIRECTOR OF MARKETING ADMINISTRATIVE PROGRAM
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR

Brooke joined the Hinckley Institute as director
Nick returned to the Hinckley Institute in of marketing in 2018. With a background Alex joined the Hinckley Institute in November
November of 2021. A graduate from the in art direction, she oversees the Hinckley 2021. She earned a MSc in International
University of Utah, Nick coordinates forum Institute's communications, web presence, Relations of the Middle East from the University
series, special events, and manages budget print publications, and graphic design. of Edinburgh. Alex provides administrative
and scholarship programs. support for internship programs.
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Logan joined the Hinckley Institute in 2023.
He completed his M.Ed. in International
Educational Leadership at the University of
Montana. Logan oversees outreach e orts,
and student leader teams.
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Ashton Pelley is a third-year student majoring
in Spanish and International Studies. She has
interned locally with the Peruvian Consulate

and globally with the United Way of Australia.
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ed Wilson was a transformative leader who

dedicated his life to serving his community,
state, and country. For nearly two decades, Ted
served as the director of the Hinckley Institute of
Politics during a period of critical growth and left
a legacy that will continue to impact generations
of students. A gifted educator, he taught and
inspired thousands of students during his years at
the University of Utah.

Ted embodied the Hinckley Institute’s
mission of encouraging students to be civically
engaged, and practiced what he preached, even
before becoming director. He was teaching
civics and education at Skyline High School
when he was inspired by a speech Wayne Owens
made and began working on his congressional
campaign. After Owens won, he called Ted and
asked him to serve as his chief of staff. Ted later
recalled that Owens said, “Up to this point, I've
trusted your judgment. You teach this stuff don’t
you?”

Ted spent two intense years working in
Washington, DC, which included staffing Con-
gressman Owens office as he served on the Judi-
ciary Committee during the impeachment hear-
ings for President Richard Nixon. In 1975, Ted
took a further step from teaching and advising on
politics, and threw his hat into the ring, declaring

his candidacy to become mayor of Salt Lake City.

Ted faced a primary and then had to unseat an in-
cumbent. It was an intense and partisan race, but
Ted’s signature ability to bridge political divides
helped him win over both the “pools and patios,
as well as the tweed and tolerance” electorates.

After two successful terms as mayor, includ-
ing leading the city through the historic flood of
1983, Ted was appointed as the third director of
the Hinckley Institute of Politics. Under Ted’s
leadership, the Hinckley Institute expanded in
every way. Internship opportunities in Utah

and Washington, DC increased significantly

and Ted laid the groundwork for the Hinckley
global internship program by leading dozens of
students on civic learning expeditions to India.

In December 1999, Ted led 13 students to India
where they studied politics in New Delhi, built a
school in Kotwara, studied micro-credit lend-
ing, and visited cultural and historic sites. This
program continued for years and impacted dozens
of students.

After years of planning and relationship
building, the first four global interns were placed
in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem in 2001. Since that
time, nearly 1,000 interns have worked in more
than 50 countries. These students have learned
important professional and life skills, and what
it is like to live and work in different cultures.
They also benefited from generous donations and
scholarships, many of which Ted secured, ensur-
ing students didn’t face financial barriers when
seeking these life changing experiences.

Ted also established new ways to make
Hinckley resources more accessible. After years
of reading and grading the intern papers submit-
ted each semester, Ted had been struck by the
excellence of the students’ research and writing.
With the encouragement of colleagues in the
Department of Political Science, The Hinckley
Journal of Politics was established in 1998 with
the intent to share the superior research and writ-
ing of Hinckley students with a wider audience.
This year, the 25th volume of The Journal will be
published. In 1991, the “Hinckley Institute Pres-
ents” premiered on KULC, broadcasting selected
Coffee and Politics forums.

Perhaps Ted’s greatest legacy is that of
an incredible professor. He taught courses on
American government, presidential politics, and
the U.S. Constitution and always encouraged his
students to think critically and debate enthusiasti-
cally, but with respect. Director Jason Perry said,
“Ted Wilson was an inspiration to generations of
students and Utahns. He exemplified the impor-
tance of civic engagement and proved you can
have tough debates with those on the other side
of the aisle and do it in a way that garners respect
instead of contempt.”
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